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How is ICT integrated into the Year 9
curriculum?

The integration of ICT into all year levels and in all
curriculum areas is an important feature of the way
we ‘do’ education at DCC. Although many parents
would only see computers being used as a learning
tool at home to present work, it is often used in a
more powerful way within the classroom. Directed
searches and analysis of specific internet sites, access
to online surveys, data and information, use of spe-
cifically purchased software and the creation of digital
media and portfolios are just some of the ways we are
using ICT in the Year 9 program.

How is the alternative Year 9 uniform
going?

Students are enjoying the alternative to their ‘normal’
school uniform, however, it is important that you still
monitor the appearance of your children before they
leave the home. White sports tops need to be in good,
clean condition; jeans should be neatly hemmed; run-
ners should be done up; no unnecessary jewellery
should be worn and rugby jumpers should be the only
jumpers visible. Please support the Year 9 staff by
ensuring that your child is dressed appropriately when
they come to school.

Term 2 sees the change over to Winter Uniform. For
Yr 9 this means blue denim jeans or the school Logo
Tracksuit Pants. Shorts are only worn for PE classes.
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ACT JUSTLY

¢ 2nd April- Marvel & Mystery Conference
e 3rd April- End of Term 1 @ 2.30pm
o 3rd April—- Reports mailed Home
e 22nd April- Term 2 Begins
o 7th & 12th May- Parent Teacher Interviews
o 18th-22nd May- Wilson’s Prom Excursion

Newsletter online

Did you know that you can also access this
Year 9 newsletter online? View the Networks
Newsletter page at www.donvale.vic.edu.au.
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LOVE KINDNESS

Wednesday the 11th March was the first of our Yr 9
Parent Morning Teas. About a dozen ladies joined the
Yr 9 Staff for coffee at Gloria Jeans. It was lovely to
meet the ‘Mums’ and chat with them.

We'll be having regular Morning Teas throughout the
year, hopefully you will be able to join us for our next
morning tea on Thursday 28th May at 9am.

Stay tuned for more details next term. @
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Student Input

From the OAT camp we all learnt how to trust in ourselves and in others.
It was a good time for bonding with others and getting to know people
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We went to Mt Arapiles for our OAT camp. We learnt so much about Rock
Climbing and trusting in other people. I enjoyed being hundreds of
metres above sea level and the view we had when we reached the top.
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Curriculum Update

Coresplore

The Year 9s have recently been challenged to manage their own
working pace in Coresplore classes as they balance set tasks and the
demands of preparing for group oral presentations as part of ‘The
Matrix” work in this first unit of Marvel and Mystery. All Coresplore
teachers have been impressed by the way the students, in small groups,
have worked together to achieve the common goals of completion of
tasks and interesting presentations. As well as gaining academic
knowledge about Weather, ‘The Truman Show’ and ‘Looking For
Alibrandi’, students are engaging in negotiation with other group
members, supporting the common goal of the group and adhering to
time-frames set by their teacher. All of these are valuable life- and
employment- skills that will be of benefit to the students as they move
through school, take active roles in Church and become valued
employees later in life.

Just before the end of term, the Year 9s will participate in a day-long
‘Conference’ at Deep Creek Uniting Church, run by the Year 9 team of
teachers and the students themselves. There will be a variety of
presentations by staff and students, culminating in a ‘Hypothetical’ (in
the style of Geoffrey Robinson) where a panel of students will assume
roles from the texts studied and respond to an assortment of issues in
that role. The Year 9’s will enjoy the hospitality of their teachers at the
conference with a morning tea and a BBQ lunch being provided

In Term Two we will ‘hit the ground running’! The second unit, Fallen
Angels, seeks to acknowledge the tragedy that is the fallen world we
live in, but also to see the triumph of God’s purposes and the human
spirit despite the tragedy. The question we return to throughout the
term is “Australia’s Story — Triumph or Tragedy?” Students will
engage with Australian history, in particular the history of our city, in
preparation for the City Experience, which will require them to
investigate various aspects of the urbane landscape through the context
of this question. We are greatly looking forward to the term ahead.

Werribee Zoo Excursion

When Maths sux!

50% of middle school Mathematics students in Australia
currently achieve below average outcomes'. What can be
done?

Well, at Donvale we have taken the year when moody, rebellious teenagers are
the most certain that they already know everything and have given them some
real problems.

Is your child’s problem challenging and unique?

The normal rigorous Mathematics curriculum at Donvale is being
supplemented in the Year 9 program with fabulous array of individual, unique
and challenging mathematical problem solving tasks. As you may remember
from your own glory days, success in problem solving is the mathematical
equivalent of being in the school musical. The challenge and excitement of
breaking through on a (well hyped) problem stays with your child for years.
“Golly! I think I might have solved the ‘Crossroads’ Problem...”

Once every term, The Problem is due. We’ve got a set of 70 favourites which
cover the 10 main problem solving strategies. The students all get different
problems, distributed individually following a brief interview. They then have
time in class and at home to SOLVE it, then write and submit a clear report on
how it’s done.

Have you got the right stuff?

Although with the introduction of ‘Pythagoras’ at the start of Year 9, this
question usually refers to the presence in pencil case of a calculator with a
square root button, today it refers to you. Perhaps if your child is struggling
with Mathematics, the problem is genetic. Why not find out. You could try
solving this year 9 problem and drop the answer into the College office. Prizes
(and glory in the next newsletter) are on offer for the first 5 correct parent
entries. Good luck.

Problem 12 Crossroads
In a small town there are seven long straight streets, none of which are parallel
to another. What is the maximum number of intersections there could be in

this town?
eg. 3 streets,
3 intersections.
Footnotes X
1. derr...

John Gardiner
Co-Ordinator of Yr 9 Maths
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