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How did the Community Service activity go?

The Community service activities that took place on
the last three days of last term went tremendously
well. We had students engaged in a range of activities.
Some were cooking meals for needy families, some
worked hard cutting lawns, pruning bushes and tidying
up the gardens of other families in need. Others
removed weeds from our local National Parks and
others spent time with the elderly and lonely in our
community. A number of our students also took the
initiative to organise their own placements in the
community. We were so impressed with the mature
and conscientious way in which our students
participated in these activities and pleased to receive
such glowing reports from those that we served. Most
importantly was the sense of 'being God’s hands and
feet’ in the world that many of our students
experienced and commented on.

What should we be doing in readiness for the end of
the year and 20092

By now all students should have received their 2009
Booklists. Make sure you avail yourself of the second-
hand book stall at the end of the year to get started on
this process. You might also need to check school
uniforms to make sure your growing children still fit
into their regular summer uniforms! Students should
be starting to set up their revision timetables for the
end-of-year exams. Please encourage them in this
process. Mr Kay and Mr Hunter recently visited our
classes to encourage all our Yr 9’s to finish the year
well and prepare well for the demands of Yr 10 and
beyond.

NEWSLETTER

« River Experience for Mrs Delaney’s & Mr Allison’s
Coresplore Classes: 27th-31st October

« River Experience for Mrs Sketcher’s & Mr Southwell’s|
Coresplore Classes: 10th-14th Nov

e Yr 9 OAT Camp: 17th—19th Nov
e Yr 9 Exam Period: 27th Nov-3rd Dec

Newsletter online

Did you know that you can also access this
Year 9 newsletter online? View the Networks
Newsletter page at www.donvale.vic.edu.au.
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ACT JUSTLY

LOVE KINDNESS

“Doing the food community service was a great way
of helping people. It was an amazing feeling to give
food to families who needed it or to teachers, to say
‘thank you’. Getting feedback from the families was
really rewarding. We knew that we helped them,
whether in a big way or small way.”

Nicole Batrouney.

“I enjoyed the caring for parks activity because it
taught me more about the environment and what are
some good ways of helping out, by planting more
trees and pulling out nasty weeds.”

James Tate

WALK HUMBLY




sulﬂﬂllt |Il|ll|l - A number of students were asked to comment on what they

enjoyed about the Community Service Experience

‘ ‘ “I thought the entire experience was really satisfying. Not having done community service before, I was able to do God's work in
a practical way that people really appreciated. I think that in seeing us work hard for a simple 'thank-you," people really saw
what we as Christians are all about. I was in a great, hard-working group who tried their best to look after the gardens we visited . It was
a great opportunity to give to others and it felt great to be a

fi thought that community service was really good because we got to serve the community by doing things that we wouldn't
normally do. My group cooked meals for the needy and the highlight of my week was getting feedback from the people we gave
to, and seeing how it was changing their |lives. D0 Evan Sry,h

Curriculum Ilnm - What's hanm

This week the Year 9 students begin a new unit of work, ertitled .
iFuture Shock, Future Shiffgtpo aﬁ(arestp"f)ge_qsﬁ's@tei"on'We are cont
fiCcan Science Save the Worl dg?0. One of the major concerns
both now and in the years to come is water, its supply and . . .
management. Already, our Government is acting to ensure VictonianT he science curriculum wit

water supplies do not run out; however the decided courses of actiowve_stlgated some .Of the interactions betvyegn_ society g
are not without controversy. environment. A particular focus was on the disciplines of Biog

Physics where creativity in projects and laboratory wo
Students will engage in a variety of learning activities in Cofesplare,encouraged.

including a case study of the history and management of the Yarfa
River; language study of issues and print media, focusing gn the|  The Biology component of the Unit was comprised of a s
water crisis; geography sk| | I|secoshstefnd. &lgfod bdlahde of thedry ar@ fdidrantar vy
involves deliberate envisioning and thinking about what oujworld undertaken. Students studied an ecosystem of their cho
should look like in the future. As with all our course work, Christign constructed a model incorporating the geographical lands
perspectives are closely and specifically interwoven into the task$ aaddition to living things and food webs found within that ecos
discussions.

Physics consisted of the study of electricity and circuits. R
L into the different ways electricity can be made as well
adgfluences of equipment in a circuit was investigated.

In the middle of this term, the students will employ their crit(cal
thinking skills, geography skills and data collection skills on|a Riv|
Experience on the Yarra. Our river has suffered badly in the pas
continues to need careful management. The River Experiefce wijl
allow students to see this first hand and to discover some df thesp " !
aspects of the river for themselves. You will receive more ipformpti¢hCan Science save the world
about the River Experience in the days ahead. and the way it used, polluted and treated in our river s
] ) Alternative forms of energy will also be explored.

As is customary for Year 9 at Donvale, exams will take plage at the
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end of term. There will be a period of revision in classes bgfore the Overall, the science curricllim has been stimulating and

exams take place. However, students need not wait for revision tp Snlightening for the students throughout the semester.
conducted in class. The exam in Coresplore will focus spedgifically on

the learning undertaken in Experiences in Renewal (Term 3) and John Southwell

Future Shift, Future Shock (Term 4). No work from Semester 1 wjll be

examined in the Coresplore.exam

Kathryn Delaney.
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