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Did you know that you can also access this 

Year 9 newsletter online? View the Networks 

Newsletter page at www.donvale.vic.edu.au. 

Newsletter Online 

Wilsonõs Prom Experience 

Immunisations for Yr 9 GirlsñFriday 29th 

February 

School PhotosñTuesday 4th March  

House Athletics SportsñTuesday 18th March 

Term 1 EndsñThursday 20th March @ 

2:30pm 

How are the Year 9s going? 
 

We are very pleased with the way the new 

Year 9 program has started. The students are 

embracing the new structure of their subjects 

and are enthusiastically responding to the new 

curriculum. We hope you are hearing the same 

things at home!  Most pleasing is the mature 

and responsible way in which most students 

are conducting themselves in and out of 

classroom. Certainly the Wilsonôs Prom 

experience was a great example of this. This 

was a great way to start the year and set the 

tone for this exciting year. 
 

 

Do I still need to sign my childôs 

diary?  
Yes, diaries are still checked in Homeroom 

every Friday morning for your signature. This 

is an important way for teachers to make sure 

that you are aware of what work is required. 

Can I suggest that you frequently ask to see 

your childôs diary and discuss the tasks they 

are working on? Also remember to check 

eWorkspace as all homework tasks are 

outlined there as well.  



Community Lifeé.. 

 

Community Life is off and running for the year.  We 

started the year examining the biblical basis and nature 

of community and each of the six class groups created a 

covenant to each other.  We have explored who we are 

as learners and gained some tools for better class and 

individual learning processes and methods.   

 

Students have commenced meeting in their óCommunity 

Organisational Groupsô (COGs).  Each focuses on a 

different dimension of community within the Year 9 

Centre.   

A year level worship assembly is being prepared by the 

óCelebrations and Ritualsô COG, while the 

óCommunications and Connectionsô COG is planning 

their first edition of the year level e-mag.  The 

óHospitalityô group is examining ways to facilitate an 

open and hospitable environment for all and 

óCurriculum and Learningô is investigating the 

effectiveness of the curriculum.   

The óOurspaceô group is preparing a camp presentation 

and finally, the óMicah Challengeô COG is preparing to 

facilitate a óDay of Loveô. 

You are most welcome to find out more! 

 

    Doug Allison 

Marvel and Mystery.  

 

The first unit in Year 9 aims to marvel at the mystery of 

Godôs creation. Through the various aspects of the 

curriculum ï Coresplore [General Studies], Coresplore 

[Science] and Community Life ï we encounter, wonder 

at and learn about the mighty work Creation is, Godôs 

intention in creating us and the nature of this journey 

into life. 

 

So far we have encountered Godôs creation while on 

camp at Wilsonôs Prom and we have applied our minds 

to atomic structure in Coresplore - Science. In 

Coresplore ï General Studies we have been looking at 

the human journey, encountering cultures from other 

nations in the documentary óBarakaô and examining our 

own journeys through a powerpoint presentation titled 

óMy Storyô. In Community Life, we have learned about 

covenant and well-being, as defined in our culture and 

in the Bible. 

 

In coming weeks, in Coresplore ï General Studies, we 

will be studying óThe Truman Showô, learning about 

Weather and working with poems and short stories. In 

Coresplore ï Science we will continue with Chemistry 

and in Community Life we will build on ideas of what 

it means to live well, in community with others.        

    Kathryn Delaney 
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Curriculum Update Whatõs happening in ... 

A number of students were asked to comment on what they 

enjoyed about the camp.é 
 

ò"The best feeling in the world is getting to the top of a mountain and taking your 20kg backpack off".    

            Sam Craig 

 

ñFor me the Wilsonôs Promontory Camp was the bomb! To tell the truth, the hiking was hard, ( 20km walks for our group, 

but it sure was worth it).  The days were long, rising at 6am and in bed at 10, but overall the entire camp was the best I 

had ever been on (seriously!), mostly because of the awesome surfing. 

 

I canôt really stress enough how great the scenery was on the hike, the wildlife are really wild (at night, the 

possums would play tag above our tents as wombats raided our food stocks!) Plus the food was great.  

Future Yr 9s are going to love this campé. (Be sure to get plenty of sleep before camp!)ò   

           David Callinan-Moore                                                                                           
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