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Did you know that you can also access this 

Year 9 newsletter online? View the Networks 

Newsletter page at www.donvale.vic.edu.au. 

Newsletter Online 

 Vegie Vitalit ies 

Excursion to Schwerkolt Cottage for  

students studying German: Monday 5th May 

 

National Testing in Literacy and Numeracy: 

13thñ15th May 

 

City Experience: 16thñ20th June  

Who is Jueaneene Kilmartin? 
 

Jueaneene is our Year 9 Admin. assistant and is 

responsible for marking the rolls, organising the 

distribution of notices and helping teachers with 

other administrative tasks, such as putting together 

the Year 9 Newsletter. Say hello if you see her 

around the school ï certainly she is a visible face 

to the Year 9 students. 

 

How is ICT integrated into the Year 9 

curriculum?  
 

The integration of ICT into all year levels and in all 

curriculum areas is an important feature of the way  

we ódoô education at DCC. Although many parents 

would only see computers being used as a learning 

tool at home to present work, it is often used in a 

more powerful way within the classroom. Directed 

searches and analysis of specific internet sites, 

access to online surveys, data and information, use 

of specifically purchased software and the creation 

of digital media and portfolios are just some of the 

ways we are using ICT in the Year 9 program. 
 

How is the alternative Year 9 uniform 

going? 
 

Students are enjoying the alternative to their 

ónormalô school uniform, however, it is important 

that you still monitor the appearance of your 

children before they leave the home. White sports 

tops need to be in good, clean condition; jeans 

should be neatly hemmed; runners should be done 

up; no unnecessary jewellery should be worn and 

rugby jumpers should be the only jumpers visible. 

Please support the Year 9 staff by ensuring that 

your child is dressed appropriately when they come 

to school. 



Coresplore ñScienceé.. 

 

 

 The science curriculum within the óMarvel and Mysteryô 
unit investigates some of the incredible creation God 
has given us. A particular focus has been on Chemistry 
and Biology where atoms and molecules work together 
in perfect harmony.  
 
The Chemistry component of the unit is comprised of a 
good balance of theory and practical work. Students 
studied the interactions of atoms and molecules in 
addition to the history of the early chemists and their 
experiments. The practical work challenged 
conventional beliefs of the three states of matter. In 
one assignment students investigated the Periodic 
Table, and then used higher order thinking processes to 
re -create their own version.  
 
Biology consists of studies of the nervous system, 
sensors and the brain. Investigations into the spacing 
and type of sensors in the body have been enlightening 
and informative.  
 
The next unit of work will focus on Ecosystems and 
where they have been adversely affected.  
 
Overall, the science curriculum continues to be  
interesting and challenging for the students.  
    

    John Southwell.  

This week the Year 9 students begin a new unit of 
work, entitled ñFallen Angelsò and the major focus is 
Australiaôs story. From the impact of white settlement 
on indigenous communities to Federation and 
participation in World Wars One and Two, studied with 
a view to answering the overarching question ñIs this 
a tragedy or a triumph?ò. 
 
Students will engage in a variety of learning activities 
in Coresplore, aimed at giving them structured 
choices, developing their research  and higher -order 
thinking skills ï like analysis and evaluation of 
historical evidence. Students will also be studying the 
Gary Disher novel óMoondyne Kateô, set partially in 
Australiaôs Gold Rush era. It is a terrific story that 
provides much discussion, especially when the tragic 
and triumphal elements are identified.  As with all our 
course work, Christian perspectives are closely and 
specifically interwoven into the tasks and discussions.  
 
Towards the end of this term the students will employ 
their critical thinking skills in a project conducted in 
the city.  The City Experience will look at aspects of 
Triumph and / or Tragedy in the city of Melbourne and 
the Year 9s, working in small groups, will produce a 
field report each.  These field reports will form a 
major part of their assessment for the term.  
 
 Fallen Angels promises to be an exciting unit of work 
that will challenge and extend our Year 9 students.  
 
Kathryn Delaney.  
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Curriculum Update Whatõs happening in ... 

A number of students were asked to comment on what they 

enjoyed about the Marvel & Mystery  

Conference.é 
 

 

òIt was interesting to reflect back on our different learning experiences, it was pretty much all run by the 

 students. Each class performed a drama based on what we had learnt so far. 

 One of the sections in the conference was call the ôHypothetical Panelõ.  For this segment, some students  

 acted as characters that we have been learning about in class.  Overall, it was a very interesting day.ó  

        Joel Strugnell and Meaghan Woodward. 

 

 òI thought the day was pretty interesting in that it was good to hear what others had learnt and 

 thought about the Matrix activities.  It was cool that students were the presenters for the day.ó 

        Andrew White. 

        

Student Input 

ò 

ó 

OAT Rock Climbing 


