
 Y E A R  9  N E W S L E T T E R 

Will my child still be doing work of an 

appropriate academic standard? 

Yes, parents should be assured that it will not be 

all ôfun and gamesõ next year. Although there are 

some exciting new initiatives such as the 

Earthprobe Co-Operatives and some new name 

changes that more accurately reflect the new 

structure of the course, eg. Coresplore,  

students will still be engaged in similar learning 

activities that you would expect at Year 9 level. 

Homework will be required and monitored, a full 

range of assessment strategies (including tests 

and exams) shall be used, written essays set, 

and oral presentation skills further developed. 

The program and curriculum we are developing 

is certainly not academically ôsoftõ. 

 

When is the Year 9 Wilsonõs Prom Experience? 

This experience is a pivotal part of the first Unit, 

ôMarvel and Mysteryõ and will take place in the 

second week of Term 1. We leave at 6am on 

Monday the 11th February and come back on 

Friday the 15th February. Look for details in this 

newsletter about the Student and Parent 

briefings that will be held. A detailed booklet will 

be coming home soon. 

 

What do we need to do before next year? 

Make sure you have purchased the new uniform 

requirements.   
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Frequently Asked Questions 
Whatõs Coming Up: 

Phone: (03) 9844 2471 

Fax: (03) 9844 1102 

www.donvale.vic.edu.au 
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Narelle Sketcher 

sketnar@mail.donvale.vic.edu.au  
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Did you know that you can also access this 

Year 9 newsletter online? View the Networks 

Newsletter page at www.donvale.vic.edu.au. 

Newsletter Online 

New Yr9 Centre Progress 

Wilsonõs Prom Student Briefing: Fri 30th Nov P5&6 

Wilson's Prom Parent Briefing: in Secondary Library  

Wednesday 5th December - 7.00-8.30pm  

Last day of term ð Tuesday 11th December 

First day of Term 1 ð Friday 1st February, 2008 

Wilson's Prom Experience: 

 - Monday 11th February to Friday 15th February 



Earthprobe 

The planning for the Earthprobe electives 

are well underway with initial visits to an 

Alpaca stud and Free Range Egg farm.  The 

budget is currently being put together for all 

"Eco-ops" so that they can begin at the start 

of next year. Everyone I have spoken with 

has provided very positive feedback on the 

project and is willing to offer whatever 

support we need to get the projects going. 
 

Things we are looking for, that may be lying 

around the home and no longer required, 

are:  

Sewing Machines (in working order), 

material, thread, buttons,  

old jewellery, beads,  

plant tubes, gardening equipment,  

2 old bath-tubs,  

recycled paper-making equipment etc. 
 

Please contact me if you have any of these 

that you would be willing to donate.          

John Harris. 

The Year 9 team of teachers have been 

working very hard developing the new 

curriculum. We have just had five days 

released from other classroom activities, 

to continue this process and prepare in 

detail the opening term in 2008.  

 

Just a reminder about the structure of 

the curriculum: 

12 periods of Coresplore (this 

includes 4 dedicated periods of 

science integrated into the themes of 

each term) 

4 periods of Community Life (this 

includes a combination of what was 

Christian Studies and Life skills, as 

well as some new components) 

4 periods of Maths 

4 periods of Earthprobe 

4 periods of electives 

2 periods of EISM sport 
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Curriculum Update Whatõs happening in ... 

A number of students were asked to comment on what they 

were looking forward to next yearé 
 

òIõm looking forward to the new program, particularly the Earthprobe projects. The Food Tech and 

Drama electives also look good. Iõm also excited about the excursion and ôexperiencesõ out of 

school.ó Rebecca Makar 
 

òIõm looking forward to the Wilsonõs Prom Camp ð its sounds like great fun!ó Jessica Stanhope 
 

òIõm looking forward to the idea of not doing the normal routine and the freedom of looking at 

subjects in a different way.ó Caitria Reid 
 

òIõm looking forward to the new building and the fact that weõll be the first year to be in it.ó  

Sarah McLellan  

Student Input 

ò 

ó 

Night of the Notables 


