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The Year 9 program includes a number of Core Components: 

 
 Integrated Experiences  

 
 Community Life  

 

 Coresplore  (English, Geography, History)  
 

 Coresplore Science  

 
 Earthprobe   

 

 Mathematics   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Note: the Year 9 Elective subjects are outlined in a separate document.  
Last updated: April 2008  

  

Year 9 Curriculum ï Core components 
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The purpose of Integrated Experiences: 

The four integrated experiences of the Year 9 

program are key to affording students 
opportunity to bring to ground their 
understanding of the big themes in the Year 9 

curriculum. It is anticipated that students 
develop some deeply personal learning through 
the construction of strong links between theory 

and reality. ï In this way, theory is seen as 
having a place within the tangible, practical, 
perso nal, social and spiritual world . 

The Christian perspectives developed during the experiences: 

The development of the big theme s óMarvel & Mystery ô, óTriumph & Tragedy ô, 
óExperiences in Renewal ô and  óFut ure shock , future shift ô, is founded on Christian 

principles. Students will be encouraged to meet with God during their exploration of 
the big themes. A Christian paradigm will be used to explore answers to many 
critical cultural questions . 

The experiences ï aims and inspiration: 

1. Wilderness Experience ï óLetôs open our eyes at Wilsonôs Promô 
 To marvel at the mystery that is the natural world  
 Psalm 19:1 -4 

 
2. City Experience ï óDiscerning the heart of God for our city.ô 

 To expose the complex interplay between the triumphs and tragedies 

exhibited in the CBD of Melbourne.  
 Genesis 1:26 -27, John 15:1 -17, Galatians  5:13 -26  

 

3. Community Giving Experience ï óThe actions of our faith.ô 
 To give to others: a product of our own renewal.  
 2 Corinthians 5:17, James 2:26  

 
4.  Experience of living water ï óWater management and mismanagement.ô 

 To be confronted and to decide for the future. Water: a metaphor for our 

lives.  
 Genesis 1:28 -30 & 2:15 Romans 12:2, John 4:1 -26, Rev 21:6 -7 

 

Each of the integrated experiences runs for app roximately 1 full week.  
 
The cost of the integrated experiences is cove red by the Year 9 levy.  

The assessment in the course: 

The integrated experiences are directly assesse d by means of: peer assessment , 
digital portfoli o, learning summary  and poster . 

  

Integrated Experiences CORE 
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The purpose of the course: 

The purpose of the Community Life course is to examine the concept of community 
from a variety of perspectives.  It seeks to explore the meta theme of ñjourney into 
lifeò of the Year Nine project and is intended as an extension and deeper exploration 

of the themes and life issues presented from a Biblical perspective.  The course is 
thematic and students are expected to learn and make use of the skills of biblical 
study, interpretation and application.   

 
Through participatory activities, forums, self directed tasks, active discussion and 
interaction, reflection, self -examination journaling and the exploration of issues , the 

primary aim is to direct students in the process of discovering further what it me ans 
to be a part of Godôs Kingdom.  From this vantage point, corporate identity as a 
cohort within the broader College community, individual identity and participation 

within wider society are to be investigated, and what it means to live as an active 
and a uthentic Kingdom bringer.  
 

There are 10 key aims:  
 

1.  To revise and extend studentsô knowledge of the 

character and content of the Bible.  

2.  To explore the implications of being members of the 

Kingdom of God for daily life.  

3.  To encourage a personal commitment to  Jesus, as King and Lord of every 
area of the studentôs life. 

4.  To explore personal issues of faith and Christian life appropriate to Year 9 

students.  
5.  To develop in students the skills of Bible reading, interpretation and 

application and enable students to use the Bible in the context of their other 

studies.  

6.  To challenge students to meaningful Christian action in their College 

community and beyond.  

7.  To promote healthy relationships and community specifically within, but not 

limited to, the Year 9 cohort.  

8.  From  a Christian perspective , grapple with what it means to be a citizen in 

todayôs society. 

9.  To provide opportunities for celebration and worship.  

10.  To instill productive learning methods and habits.  

The Christian perspectives developed in the course: 

 

Foundation al to an accurate understanding of community is the biblical concept of 
óshalomô, a complete wellbeing in  relationships at every level.  Individual identity, 
esteem and wellbeing, relationships, covenant, justice, ójubileeô and the ólaw of loveô 

are explor ed in this context.  The overarching óbiblical narrativeô is presented and 
students are invited to explore their role within Godôs Kingdom.   
 

Opportunities for personal and corporate relationship building with the person of 
Jesus Christ and Christian acti on are presented as students reflect on their own lives 
and analyse what they believe and how this is reflected in their life.  

 

Community Life CORE 



 
4 

 
The structure of the course: 

 

1.  Year 9 students have four periods of Community Life per week, which are 
broken up into six strand s, as presented below.  

2.  Each student will record the lesson's work in their journal book and/or 

laptop computer.  Documents will be retrieved and submitted via the 
College intranet.  

3.  A variety of guest speakers are invited to discuss and relate their work in  

the community today, in response to the gospel teachings of Christ.  

4.  Students are invited to participate in activities beyond the school day and 
community.  

5.  Group work -  Drama, discussions, research projects.  

6.  The Year 9 Camp is an intrinsic element to the Community Life course . 
 

There are six strands in  this course:  
 

 Godspace:  A study of the biblical basis and nature of 

community, identity, and justice (two periods per 

week).  

 

 Hangloose: A focus on establishing community within 

class groups and the challenges in  maintaining positive 

communities (one period per fortnight).  

 

 Citizenship: Through forums and presentations students reflect on the 

broader issues of the world around us (one period per fortnight).  

 

 Community Organisational Groups: Student in volvement in practical ways to 

contribute to the c ommunity of the Year 9 cohort ( one  period per fortnight).  

 

 Celebration: Through a range of activities students have opportunities 

presented for participating in celebratory activities (irregular times insert ed in 

timetable).   

 

 Learning: Tools for improving 

learning behaviours (both individually 

and corporate ly) are presented and 

applied ( one  period per fortnight).  
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The content of the course: 
 

Godspace:  

Wellbeing  

 Shalom  

 Community  

 Covenant  

 Relationships  

The Real  Me 
 Biblical basis of  

identity  

 Valuing self/others  

Biblical Relationships  
 Love  

 Friendship  

 Sexuality and 

intimacy  

Godôs story/My Story 

 Narrative  

 Truth  

 Vocation  

 Apologetics  

 Justice  

The World  
 Image  

 Godôs redemptive plan 

 Jubilee  

 The ñLaw of Loveò 

 Anti -Poverty  week  

 Inspiring people  

 Faith in action  

My Journey -  courage  

 Drugs and Alcohol  

 Eating disorders  

 

Hangloose:  

 Group formation  

 Story sharing  

 Self understanding  

 Group norming  

 Effective groups  

 Working 

cooperatively  

 Tension/conflict  

 Communication  

 Leading/following  

 Gifts & skills  

 Motivation & 

initiative  

Citizenship:  

 School Summit 

(Australia 2020 

Summit)  

 People who make a 

difference 

presentations  

 Year Level Forums 

on topical issues  

 

 

Community 
Organisational Groups:  

 
Groups to a degree are 
student ma naged and 

directed. Some tasks that 
have been accomplished 
are:  

 ñDay of Loveò 

 Year 9 ñe-magò 

 Student - led 

curriculum review  

 School assembly 

production and 

presentation   

Celebration:  
 

 Year level 

assemblies 

(worship/thematic)  

 Ritual & 

celebration  

Learning:  

 
 Concept of 

learning  

 Good learning 

behaviours  

 Reflective learning  

 Learning 

evaluation  

 Study habits  

 Time management  

 Effective research  

 Passing and failing  

The assessment of the course: 

Students will be assessed on:  

 Knowledge and understanding of content  

 Class work  

 Maturity of insight and initiative  

 Application to class work  

 Participation in activities and discussion  

 Organisation  

 Completion of homework  

This will be assessed formally through assignments, engagement in activities, class 
work and semester exa ms.  
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The purpose of the course: 

This course aims to ensure the academic learning of students in the Humanities 

(English and SOSE) takes place within a biblical framework. The course explores and 
puts students in situations where they are confronted by meaningful questions and 
requiring them, through smaller tasks, to frame responses to these questions.  

The Christian perspective developed in the course: 

The course follows a framework based on the meta -narrative of the 
Bible: Creation, Fall, Redemption and Renewal. From this 

framework, students are encouraged to respond to complex ideas 
about Godôs plan for Creation, good and bad in the world, what 
óshalomô means for community and hope for the future. All units 

are established from a Christian world view and the tasks within 
each unit assume this also.  
 

 

The structure of the course: 

The course is divided into four units of work:  
 

 Marvel and Mystery  
 Fallen Angels  
 Experiences in Renewal  

 Future Shock, F uture Shift  
 
Each unit focuses on establishment and consolidation of skills in the traditional 

Humanities areas of English and Literature, History, Geography and Sociology. 
Students have eight Coresplore lessons per week.  
 

The content of the course: 
 

 Marvel and Mystery includes:   
 
A study of a range  of cultures to marvel at the variety and diversity of the 

creation that is humanity; study The Truman Show , a film that exposes one 
manôs journey to discover truth in his life; study of the Weather as a 
phenomenon of Creation which has an influence on human decision -making; a 

study of short stories and poetry which examine the 
human condition and our relationships with Creation 
and each other. The camp to Wilsonôs Prom during 

this term invites the student s to consider themselves 
as part of Godôs marvellous and mysterious creation. 
The over -arching question is ñWho am I in this 

complex world?ò 
 
 

 

Coresplore (English, Geography, History) CORE 
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 Fallen Angels  includes:  

 
A sustained focus on Australian history. The question students are required to 
consi der in this unit is ñThe Australian Story: Triumph or Tragedy?ò At every 

stage of the unit students are asked to define the triumphant moments and the 
tragic moments. This is measured with Christian values and perspectives 
explicitly. Within the unit, ther e is a study of the novel Moondyne Kate .  

 
There is also a óCity 
Experienceô during 

which students 
complete a variety 
of focussed learning 

tasks investigating 
the ótriumphalô and 
ótragicô aspects of 

Melbourneôs CBD. 
 

 

 
 Experiences in Renewal  includes:  

 

A focus on wellbeing, and in particular the biblical concept of óshalomô. Students 
undertake field studies to examine communities that work well, communities 
that donôt and how these might be improved. The tools for data collection, 

measurement and analysis  are explicitly taught in this unit.  There is a week 
dedicated to personal health and wellbeing. A study of the novel ñA Bridge to 
Wisemanôs Coveò is undertaken, with particular emphasis on the redemptive 

elements in the narrative. The over -arching questi on for this unit is ñWhat 
makes for a good life?ò 

 
 
 Future Shock, Future Shift  includes:  

 
The question students focus on in this unit is ñCan Science save the world?ò The 
aim of the unit is for students to learn  about futures thinking and processes; in 

a micro way, equip them to be futurists and to take the future out of the realm 
of imagination. By addressing the influence of science and technology and the 
directions they are heading, students as individuals and as a group need not be 

surprised and/or dis mayed, but have a real sense of how their faith informs 
their responses to developments. The issue of water supply sustainability is 
investigated. This investigation also includes a field trip. In this unit, reading will 

be a guided choice, responding in s ome  way to the unitôs question. 
 

The assessment of the course: 

 

Assessment in the course will take a variety forms, including  
 Peer assessment  

 Multi ï media presentations  
 Oral presentations ï both individual and in groups  
 Written ï including essays, short a nswer tasks and field reports.  

 Formal Examinations  
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The purpose of the course: 

 
An unde rstanding of and competence in Science is demanded 

by an increasingly technological society.  From a Christian 
perspective, Science enables us to develop appreciation, 
understanding and a sense of wonder in the created world.  

Decisions about stewardship, health, natural well -being and 
ethical issues need to be made on an informed basi s.  A 
study of Science enables students to develop valuable 

concepts, skills and attitudes to explore these issues.  The 
Year 9 course encourages students to:  
 

 Appreciate the beauty and complexity of creation, and the love of the 
creator;  

 Reflect Godôs love in personal lifestyle and behaviour; 

 Investigate and appreciate the inter -dependence of all things;   
 Establish a predisposition in caring for and protecting the natural world;  
 Consider the contributions and limitations of Science and technology;  

 Consolidate fundamental inquiry, experimental and research skills;  
 Utilise scientific concepts, language and principles.  

 

 
The Christian perspectives developed in the course: 

 

This course should assist the Christian growth of the students by:  

 
 providing a base of skills and knowledge from which it will be possible to develop 

informed opinions and make responsible decisions on various ethical issues 

relating to Sand technology  (e.g. environmental issues, uses of resources, 
genetic engineering, nuclear energy )  

 encouraging students to consider and appre ciate differing points of view held by 

Christians and to form their own opinions wi thout losing respect for others  

 helping students  to have a reverence of God, a sense of wonder at the creation 
and a balanced view  of man's place in the universe  

 giving students  an und erstanding of both the usefulness and limitations of 
scientific models in their abilit y to describe the created order  

 encourage a responsible and obedient response to our mandat e to tend and keep 

the creation  

 allowing students  to develop cooperation and appreciation for others as the y 
work together in small groups  

 preparing students  for a life of service and community in Christ.  

 

Coresplore Science CORE 
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The structure of the course: 

 
The four main areas of the Science framework correspond to the four Units 
undertaken in Coresplore.  

 
 Marvel and Mystery  
 Fallen Angels  

 Experiences in Renewal  
 Future Shift, Future shock  

 

 
Theme or focus in Year 9 Science:  
 

ñThe integrity of the natural worldò 
 
In Year 9 Sc ience, the learning context of Science is the beauty and integrity of the 

natural wor ld, and human responsibility to protect natural and societal 
environments.  

 

 
The content of the course: 

 
The course consists of a variety of units including:  
 

 Matter, substances and chemical reactions  
 Consumer and materials science  
 Electricity, light and colour  

 Control systems and health of the human body  
 The dynamic earth and its place in space  
 Ecology, balance and the natural systems  

 Science in the natural and social environment  

  
 
The assessment of the course: 

 

Students are required to enter fully into eve ry aspect of this course, developing their 
potential to the fullest possible extent.  This expectation is reflected in the range of 
work requirements and assessment tasks.  Students are assessed for understanding, 

experimental and research tasks.  Each ter m, students have topic tests and one 
assignment or investigation.  
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The purpose of the course: 

As the environment becomes more of a focus on the local as well as global stage, 

EarthProbe explores a number of areas of sustainability issues through a project 
based approach.  Each project, or Eco -op, looks at a particular issue in a practical 
ñhands-onò manner as well as researching aspects of that particular project . 

The Christian perspectives developed in the course: 

Our environment was given over to our stewardship in Genesis.  Through 
mismanagement and self -interest, Godôs Creation has been misused and now the 

present population  is suffering the impact of this , as will future generations .  
Students are encouraged to take r esponsibility for their impact on Creation and 
investigate small steps that they can take to reduce this and maintain the 

stewardship that was invested on us by God.  
 
Many of the issues that have arisen globally, also have an impact on Social Justice.  

Stu dents are also encouraged to reflect on this in terms of being Christ - like . 

The structure of the course: 

EarthProbe c onsists of four zones per cycle plus some weekends, depending on Eco -
op chosen.  There are ten  Eco-ops to which  students apply to participate . 

1.  Animal Awareness  
2.  Weather Watchers  
3.  Greening Donvale  

4.  Rural ñEnvironmentalò Mission 
5.  Vegetable Vitality  
6.  Healthy Herbs  

7.  Debris Design  
8.  Landscape óladsô 
9.  Reduce, Reuse, Recycle  

10.  Studio ñ9ò 

 
The 10 Eco -ops give the opportunity to explore  one of the following:  
 

1.  Weather Watchers: The students will be involved in taking daily recordings, as 

well as data analysis, statistics, report writing for the daily news sheet.  Data 

will also be forwarded to Melbourne Water to assist with future plannin g.  

Monitor College energy and water consumption.  

 

2.  Animal Awareness:  Students will be required to tend our Alpacas and chickens 

on a daily basis to feed and water, move to other areas, clean out the shed 

etc.  Records to be kept and health of animals monit ored. Participate in the 

selling of products such as eggs and fleece.  

 

3.  Greening Donvale: Students will take part in the collection of seed and 

cuttings for the propagation of local plants for replanting on the College 

grounds.  Also liaison with other loca l nurseries and Manningham Council, 

making plants available to local residents / landcare groups, a stall on Open 

Day etc.    

Earthprobe  CORE 
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4.  Debris Design: This elective will provide 

students with the opportunity to create 

jewellery, gift cards, clothing etc.  Using 

sim ple designs and different materials, 

students will be able to create a range of 

jewellery such as necklaces, brooches, 

earrings and any other creative jewellery 

they chose.  It will provide them  with the 

chance to explore their  creative flair! The 

eco-op w ill be open to ideas and 

experiments.  
 

5.  Rural ñEnvironmentalò Mission: Students will 

work with rural communities, through their churches and local landcare 

groups, to improve the rural environment by propagating indigenous plants to 

be used on local farms and for landcare projects.  The aim is t o develop a 

College/church relationship and to provide city/rural experienc es for the 

students involved.  Stu dents will a lso assist local community groups and 

organisations to grow indigenous plants.  
 

6.  Vegetable Vitality: Students will be involved in al l aspects of growing 

vegetables from selecting vegies to suit the seasons, soil chemistry, pest 

control to selling at market stalls etc.  Records will also be maintained to assist 

with NASAA ñOrganicò accreditation status in the longer term. 
 

7.  Healthy Herbs :  Students will be involved in all aspects of growing herbs from 

selecting types to suit the seasons, soil chemistry, pest control to selling at 

market stalls etc.  Records will need to be kept of all aspects so as to achieve 

NASAA ñOrganicò status in the longer term.  Students will be involved in t he 

production of condiments and sauces, along with other herbal products from 

time to time.  
 

8.  Landscaping óladsô:  This Eco -op is involved in  doing Landscaping work 

throughout the college.  Landscapi ng projects such as creating retaining walls, 

gardens and other facilities, as outlined in the Recreational  Master Plan for the 

College. They will also undertake other construction work for the different Eco -

ops. The students will resource materials and budgets for each project . 
 

9.  Reduce, Reuse, Recy cle:  Students will undertake the collection of waste paper, 

printer cartridges, sorting of yellow recycling bins into plastics, steel and 

aluminium (steel and aluminium may be sold as scrap). Newspapers are 

recycled and turned it into paper bricks that can  be used as a replacement for 

fire wood.  Also production of recycled paper will be undertaken. The group 

may choose to establish other recycling programs within the college 

community such as mobi le phones  and  batteries . Students may also  establish 

and maintain worm farms . 
 

10.  Studio ñ9ò: Students in the Eco -op will make a documentary of all Eco -ops for 

future information evenings  and  pro motion of Coll ege activities .  They will also 

assist in updating the College Website on a regular basis with photos and 

information ab out the EarthProbe groups.  
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The content of the course: 

 

 Examination and discussion of Al Goreôs ñAn Inconvenient Truthò. 
 Selection of specific Eco -ops, in the form of a job application.  
 Designing of T -shirt logo for cohort.  

 The rest of the year is dependent on the individual Eco -op, but will include 
practical and research components as well as community contact through market 
stalls, Open Day and the like.  

 
 
The assessment of the course: 

 
 Responses to ñAn Inconvenient Truthò 

 Job Application for Eco -op 
 Participation in Eco -op activities  
 Research assignment  

 Extra Curricular involvement  
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The purpose of the course: 

As with all academic studies, Mathematics stretches the studentsô ability to discover 

and understand God's world.  
 
The study of Mathematics is unique however, in the degree to which it is concerned 

with:  
 logical precision  
 rigorous attention to detail  

 abstract thought, and  
 the discovery and articulation of pattern and order  

 

These demanding thinking skills are useful in  
 trying to understand God and the universe, and  
 as a preparation for many vocations.  

 

The Christian perspectives developed in the course: 

Mathematics provides us with some wonderful insights into the order of God's 

creation and the processes of learning Mathematics provide many opportunities to 
develop Christian attitudes.  
 

There are many mathematical patterns in nature and these point to the created 
order of the universe.  The systematic nature of numbers and the predictability of 
the physical world spea k of the designing activity and providence of God.  

 
Learning Mathematics gives students the opportunity to develop Christian attitudes.  
Some students find maths easy and fun to learn, others find it difficult and, at times, 

arduous.  God has created us al l differently with varying gifts and abilities.  Strong 
maths students need to learn to respond with care and compassion to those who 
have less mathematical ability.  It is very important that all students are respected 

for the individuality of their God g iven gifts.  Our worth is not dependent on 
Mathematical  ability or any other single ability.  Group work is undertaken in 
problem solving activities, and projects, to encourage mutual respect and 

servanthood.  
 

In order to live a life of useful service to Go d, it is often helpf ul to have an 
understanding of Mathematics.  Thus we aim to equip students with an 
understanding of Mathematics, so that they can go out into society and serve God in 

the area He has called them to.  Students need to be prepared for lif e academically, 
as well as spiritually, so they can have an effective Christian influence in the world.  

The structure of the course: 

Maths is studied for two zones each week.  

Students learn through teaching input, class discussion, performing practice 
exer cises, problem solving and project work.  They are expected to complete some 
exercises and undertake a number of projects for homework.  

 
In year 9 all students are expected to have access to and become proficient in the 
use of a scientific calculator.   

Mathematics CORE 


