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INTRODUCTION 

 Welcome to Donvale Christian College.  The years of senior 

secondary education are very important in a student's life and we 

endeavour to provide challenging, worthwhile and interesting courses 

of study for all students.  We aim also, to be a caring community, a 

place where students experience support and acceptance as 

individuals who are unique and exceedingly precious - irrespective of 

gifts and talents.  Above all, however, we want to encourage in them 

a strong commitment to the Christian faith. 
 
 

 May your involvement in the life of this community "equip you with 

everything good, that you may do His will..." 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 ROSS GRACE 
 Principal 
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MISSION  STATEMENT 

 

Donvale Christian College is a Parent Controlled school, which serves 

the Christian community by providing Christ-centred education.  

Through high quality teaching and learning in a nurturing, stimulating 

and Biblically directed environment, students grow in their 

understanding of God's world and in their commitment to serving Christ 

in all areas of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT  OF  AFFIRMATION 

WE AFFIRM 

 

 

1. The Lordship of Jesus Christ in all areas of life. 

 

2. The Scriptures of Old and New Testament as the divinely inspired Word of God. 

 

3. The Scriptures as the only absolute rule for all faith and conduct. 

 

4. The responsibility of parents to bring up their children in „the discipline and instruction of the Lord‟ (Eph. 6:4) 
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The VCE at Donvale 
 
 

This booklet has been prepared to provide general information regarding the VCE and specific information about the VCE at 

Donvale Christian College. 

 

Please feel free to approach the College if you have any questions or concerns or need clarification of some matter.  The 

following people can help in specific areas: 

Harry Burggraaf (Director of Studies) – for general curriculum information 

Phil Turland (VCE Coordinator) – for general VCE information 

Chris Kay (Student Programmes Coordinator) – for advice on subject choices and timetables. 

Viv Stapleton (Careers Coordinator) – for careers and Tertiary courses and choices advice and information. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE VCE 

The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) was established as the single certificate offered to all students in their final 

years of secondary schooling.  The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) is responsible for the 

development of school curricula in Victoria including the VCE. The VCE is aimed at improving educational opportunities for 

all young Victorians and ensuring that they are better prepared to face the complexities of modern society and manage the 

rapid and far reaching changes occurring around them. 

 

The VCE is designed to reflect the following criteria. 

 

1. A systematic and coherent curriculum which 

- ensures access to a broad, balanced range of studies, 

- offers a comprehensive range of optional studies, 

- prepares students for tertiary studies, employment and citizenship. 

 

2. Studies which 

- are seen by students as intrinsically attractive and useful, 

- are worthwhile, challenging and relevant, 

- demand a serious commitment from students, 

- are of an appropriate level, and relate to previous and continuing 

 education, 

 

3. Units of study which 

- specify broad area of content, but provide some flexibility, 

- are self contained, 

- contain a balance of theoretical and practical, 

- relate knowledge to its social context, 

- clearly specify desired learning outcomes. 
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STUDIES AND UNITS 

The VCE is based on 'studies' instead of subjects.  Each study consists of at least four units.  A unit represents one semester 

of work.  Units 1 and 2 provide an introduction to the study and are usually undertaken in Year 11 while Units 3 and 4 are 

more difficult and are normally taken at Year 12.  Students who demonstrate an appropriate level of ability can undertake 

some Units 1 and 2 studies in Year 10 and some Units 3 and 4 in Year 11 by application and interview.  The Victorian 

Curriculum and Assessment Authority has developed and accredited a study design for each study.  These study designs 

specify the learning outcomes for each study. They describe the knowledge and skills students should have by the time they 

have completed each unit. Donvale Christian College has developed courses of study in accordance with the requirements 

outlined by VCAA in the study designs. 

 

SATISFACTORY COMPLETION 

To be awarded the VCE students must satisfactorily complete:- 

at least 16 units including at least 3 units of English 

at least 4 sequences of Units 3 and 4, one of which must be English. 

 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES, WORK REQUIREMENTS AND SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS 

Satisfactory completion of a unit is based on a decision that a student has demonstrated achievement of a set of outcomes 

specified for the unit. Each unit of a study has between two and four outcomes. DCC decides whether students have 

satisfactorily completed a unit by measuring achievement of learning outcomes. A range of assessment tasks is designated 

for each unit to determine a student‟s performance for each outcome. 

 

At the unit 1 and 2 level, the number and nature of assessment tasks are determined at the College by the teaching staff. 

Each assessment task is marked against set criteria and a grade ranging from A+ to E, then UG, is awarded according to the 

level of performance achieved. For Units 3 and 4, there are prescribed types of assessment, for which students get grades 

as well as an „S‟ or an „N‟. These graded assessments are either school assessments or examinations. 

 

Grade Descriptors for Assessment Tasks 

The following grade descriptors have been adopted by the College 

 

A Has achieved an excellent standard of work. 

B Has achieved a very good standard of work. 

C Has achieved a satisfactory standard of work. 

D Has attempted the tasks, achieving a basic level. 

E  Has attempted the tasks, achieving a minimal level. 

UG Ungraded; the student has not reached a level of achievement that satisfies the A to E grades. 

GNA Grade not applicable.  It is either not relevant or desirable to assign a grade to this aspect of the student's work. 

NS Not submitted. 

* Grade lowered due to late submission. 
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Learning Outcome Achievement 
 

S Satisfactory completion.  The student has achieved the learning outcome. 

N Unsatisfactory completion.  The student has not achieved the learning outcome. 

 

At the Unit 3 and 4 level there are different forms of assessment for the VCE. These are coursework and school assessed 

tasks that are graded internally and externally marked examinations.  Each study has a prescribed number of graded 

assessments over Units 3 and 4; and one or two examinations. Coursework and school assessed tasks are graded by 

College staff using criteria set by VCAA. For all forms of assessment the VCAA has procedures to ensure that all schools 

throughout the state are marking to the same standard. Coursework scores are statistically moderated to match the level and 

spread of the combined examination and the General Achievement Test (GAT) scores for students in that school doing that 

study. For school assessed tasks the GAT is used to check each school‟s assessments. The „General Achievement Test‟ is 

an externally set and marked test that the students are required to sit during the June examination period. 

  

At the end of the year the VCAA will provide students enrolled in the VCE with a cumulative record of the units they have 

completed.  For each study at the Unit 3 and 4 level, the student will also receive a record of their school assessment results 

as well as a global score for the study.  The global score for a study is calculated by combining the school assessment 

results with external examination results, giving a set weighting to each.  Once a student has satisfactorily completed the 

VCE, they will also receive a VCE certificate. 

 

It is important to recognise that the VCE is not an end in itself but rather a means to an end.  Students entering the VCE 

should begin long term planning for employment or further study.  This is particularly the case for students planning further 

study, as entry requirements and prerequisites for courses need to be considered now and all the way through the VCE. 

 

Donvale Christian College has implemented a number of important measures to ensure adequate communication between 

home and school.  The reporting process takes the form of both written and oral communication. 

 

A formative report is issued midway through semester 1.  The report provides an early indication of the student's 

achievement and progress in each of the studies undertaken. The report includes a tick the box progress assessment and a 

general comment about the student's progress to date.  Parent - teacher interviews are conducted midway through the 

semester, following the release of the progress report, to ensure that any concerns are addressed and that relevant 

guidelines can be set for the remainder of the unit.  Parents are encouraged to seek appointments with their student's 

teachers. 

 

Should a student be in danger of receiving an N because of failure to achieve learning outcomes, parents will be advised so 

that the student may be encouraged to redeem the situation. 

 

The College issues summative reports at the end of each semester.  Students receive a report for each unit that they have 

attempted.  These reports contain an overall S or N assessment for the unit, an S or N for each learning outcome and, for 

Unit 1 and 2 courses, a grade for each assessment task. 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

An expanding range of nationally recognised vocational studies is being integrated within the VCE. VCAA determines how 

many VET units may be used to contribute towards the VCE. 

Vocational Education Training (VET) in the VCE program combines general VCE studies with vocational training 

and experience in the workplace.  

Schools are able to offer senior secondary students programs selected from the range of industry areas approved 

by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority.  

 

 Successful completion of a VET in the VCE program provides students with:  

 A Victorian Certificate of Education from the VCAA  

 A contribution towards their Equivalent National Tertiary Entrance Rank (ENTER)  

 A nationally recognised Training Qualification at an appropriate AQF level issued by a Registered Training 

Organisation  

 A statement of results listing all VET modules/units of competence completed and issued by the VCAA 

 Credit for training into articulated courses  

 

Delivery of a program is undertaken by a Registered Training Organisation (RTO), (TAFE institute, private 

provider or school), or by a school under the auspice of an RTO, in accordance with the requirements as detailed 

in industry approved training documents, accredited curriculum and/or training packages as they are approved.  

 

Students value the VET in the VCE program because it:  

 Allows them to combine general and vocational studies which for many, provides a practical focus  

 Gives them direct experience of business and industry, which employers value in selection.  

 

Donvale Christian College, as a member of the Mullum VET Cluster, is able to offer access to a number of  VET 

studies at other member schools.  The VET studies available through the Mullum Cluster vary each year and 

available to Donvale students depending on vacant places. The details of VET studies available to DCC students 

are listed on the ‘Studies offered’ insert sheet and may vary each year. 

 

VET studies attract an additional cost over and above the normal college fees, which must be met by parents.  

Any government funding the college receives for VET tuition costs will be rebated to parents.  Transportation to 

and from VET studies is also the responsibility of parents.  Most VET studies occur on Wednesday afternoons, 

which precludes students from participating in CIS sporting teams or enrichment.    

 

Students wishing to consider incorporating a VET unit within their VCE programme must see the VET Coordinator.
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THE STUDIES OFFERED 

The following VCE studies are usually offered at Donvale Christian College to Year 11 and 12 students. 

The specific offerings for each year are listed on VCE Studies schedule distributed at the information evening. 

 

Year 11 (Units 1 and 2)   

Arts / Humanities 

Year 12 (Units 3 and 4) 

Arts / Humanities 

Accounting  Accounting 

Business Management Business Management  

Drama   Drama  

English English 

German German 

Geography Geography 

Health and Human Development Health and Human Development 

History History – Revolutions 

Legal Studies  Legal Studies 

Literature  Literature 

Music Music 

Philosophy (Unit 1)  

Physical Education Physical Education 

Religion and Society (Unit 1) - Comparative Religion 

Religion and Society (Unit 2) - Ethics Religion and Society 

Studio Art Studio Art 

Text and Traditions (Unit 2) - Biblical Studies   

Visual Communication and Design Visual Communication and Design 

  

Maths/science/technology 

 

Maths/science/technology 

Biology Biology 

Chemistry Chemistry 

Design and Technology   

Food and Technology Food and Technology 

Information Technology    Information Technology (Software Development) 

Mathematics Mathematics 

 Maths Methods CAS (Tertiary)  Maths Methods CAS (Tertiary) 

 General Maths (Living)  Further Maths (Living) 

 General Maths (Scientific)  Specialist Maths (Scientific) 

Physics Physics 

Psychology Psychology 

  

Vet Studies   (This is a sample only. VET offerings change each year.  

                       For a full listing see the VET coordinator.) 

Cert. 2 in Multimedia                                                       Cert. 2  in Automotive 

Cert. 2 in Clothing Design and Production                      Cert. 3 in Community Services 

Cert. 2 Cisco Networking Academy Program                 Cert. 3 in Music Industry Skills Performance 

Cert. 2 in Information Technology                                   Cert. 2 in Horticulture Landscape 

Cert. 2 in Sport & Recreation - Outdoor Education         Cert. 2 in Hospitality Operations 

Cert. 2 in Sport & Recreation – Fitness                           
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THE VCE TIMETABLE 

The timetable at Donvale Christian College is constructed to meet the needs of students and to ensure that sensible pathways to 

tertiary courses are provided.   

 

During Term 3, students in Years 11 and 12 complete a “VCE Unit Selection Sheet” where they indicate their subject preferences.  

Based on the choices students indicate, the VCE timetable is constructed by placing VCE units into blocks. 

 

The VCE timetable is made up of seven blocks, where a range of Units 1, 2, 3 and 4 are offered within each block. 

 

Each block on the timetable runs the same number of times so that each VCE unit has an equal number of class periods per week. 

Extra classes may be scheduled for some studies for units 3 and 4. 

 

The College endeavours to construct a timetable that will suit the diverse requirements of our students.  When placing subjects into 

blocks, the following factors are considered: 

 The Unit preferences indicated by students 

 Pathways to meet tertiary prerequisites 

 VCE Unit selection rules 

 Sensible subject choices 

 

After the College has determined an appropriate blocking arrangement, students will be asked to make the final selection of their 

VCE units. 

 

Note that Years 11 and 12 are blocked together on the timetable so it is possible for a Year 11 student to undertake a Unit 3 & 4 

study. 
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GUIDELINES FOR VCE UNIT SELECTION 

To be awarded the VCE students must satisfactorily complete:- 

 at least 16 units including at least 3 units of English 

 at least 4 sequences of Units 3 and 4, one of which must be English. 

 

Students at Donvale Christian College are required to study at least one unit of Christian Studies during Year 11.  The Christian 

Studies subjects offered are Philosophy, Religion and Society and Texts and Traditions. 

 

The College reserves the right to exclude a student from a study if senior staff believe that the choice is unsuitable.  Any such 

decisions will be made after consultation with the student and parents. 

 

If there are insufficient enrolments in a particular Unit, the Unit may not be offered. 

 

In order to accommodate student requirements, some Units may have to be taught outside the timetable (that is, before or after 

school and lunchtime).  This strategy will be employed only if absolutely necessary. 

 

Formal interviews take place with each student, after submission of the “Final Unit Selection Sheet”, to check unit choices. 

 

Students in Year 11 are permitted to have no more than one free (study) block.  Students in year 12 will normally do a minimum of 

five Unit 3 & 4 sequences.  Variation to this must be discussed with the student programmes coordinator. 

 

 

ACCELERATION POLICY 

Year 10 

Students wishing to undertake a Year 11 VCE study while in Year 10 must: 

Make formal application in writing stating reasons and results 

Be interviewed by the Careers teacher, subject teacher, VCE Coordinator 

 

Year 11 students have priority in Year 11 classes. 

 

Students are generally expected to have achieved at least an „A‟ grade in the subject they wish to be considered for acceleration. 

 

The final decision will be made by the Careers teacher, subject teacher, Year 10 coordinator and VCE coordinator. 

 

Year 11 
Students wishing to undertake a Year 12 VCE study while in Year 11 must: 

Make formal application in writing stating reasons and results and be interviewed by the Careers teacher, subject teacher, VCE 

Coordinator. Year 12 students have priority in Year 12 classes. The final decision will be made by the Careers teacher, subject 

teacher and VCE coordinator. 
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ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME 

The enrichment programme is offered to Year 11 students for two periods each week on Wednesday afternoon. 

 

An interesting and diverse range of valuable activities is offered which could include Boys‟ Team sport, Girls‟ Team sport, Film 

Studies, Drama, Ceramics, Dance, Singing, Performing Arts, Textiles, Games design and others. Every second year the College 

also attempts to stage a major musical. The programme offered may vary slightly each semester depending on the particular 

interests of the group of students. The College also participates in the EIS summer and winter sports competition, which is 

conducted on the Wednesday afternoon, for which Year 11 students are encouraged to try out. 

 

The focus of the assessment in these courses will be on skills and abilities within the subject area, consistency, commitment, self 

discipline, consideration of others, leadership, civility, communication skills, independence and interdependence. 

 

The enrichment programme was born out of a desire to broaden and enrich the Year 11 programme and to provide some relief to 

students from the demands of VCE work requirement. 

 

Participation in the enrichment programme is compulsory for all Year 11 students. 

 

Year 12 students are not expected to participate in the enrichment programme but are encouraged to try out for the EIS sports 

competition and participate in the musical. 
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Sample VCE Timetable Blocking 
 

The following shows a possible timetable blocking.  This will be varied for next year depending on student interests and numbers. 

 

Each block on the timetable runs for four periods per week with all the studies in a block running simultaneously.  Students, therefore, may only select  

one study from a block. Most Units 3, 4 have a fifth period each week. 

 

 

 Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4 Block 5 Block 6 Block 7 

Yr 12 Free for fifth  Geography English* HHD German* Studio Art Hist     Eng* 

 period for  Psychology Legal MM(T) Info Tech* Chemistry* Acc      Psy 

 Units 3, 4 Biology VisCom FM(L)* SM(S)* FM(L)* Mus 

  MM(T) Biology Physics English* English* PE 

Yr 11 English HHD English Chemistry GM(L) History English 

 Drama MM(T) German GM(L) English Info Tech PE 

 MM(T) GM(S) Geography Psychology Studio Art MM(T) Music 

 Physics Legal Design&Tech Accounting Biology Psychology VisCom 

    R&S1   Chemistry 

 

*  Indicates subjects which can only be studied at Year 12 after completing the Year 11 units. 

 

 





 

EXAMPLES OF PROGRAMMES 

The following programmes are provided as examples only.  You should carefully check the prerequisite requirements for the tertiary 

course you are interested in. 

 

Example of an Engineering Programme 
 

Semester English Christian 

Studies 

Group A 

Arts/ 

Hum. 

Group B 

Maths/ 

Sci/Tech. 

   

1 English  

Unit 1 

R & S 

Unit 1 

Geog 

Unit 1 

MM(T) 

Unit 1 

GM(S) 

Unit 2 

Physics 

Unit 1 

Chemistry 

Unit 1 

2 English 

Unit 2 

 Geog 

Unit 2 

MM(T) 

Unit 2 

GM(S) 

Unit 2 

Physics 

Unit 2 

Chemistry 

Unit 2 

3 English 

Unit 3 

 Chemistry 

Unit 3 

MM(T) 

Unit 3 

SM(S) 

Unit 3 

Physics 

Unit 3 

 

4 English 

Unit 4 

 Chemistry 

Unit 4 

MM(T) 

Unit 4 

SM(S) 

Unit 4 

Physics 

Unit 4 

 

 

 

Example of an Arts Programme 
 

Semester English Christian 

Studies 

Group A 

Arts/ 

Hum. 

Group B 

Maths/ 

Sci/Tech. 

   

1 English  

Unit 1 

T & T 

Unit 1 

History 

Unit 1 

Biology 

Unit 1 

Literature 

Unit 1 

Geog 

Unit 1 

German 

Unit 1 

2 English 

Unit 2 

 History 

Unit 2 

Biology 

Unit 2 

Literature 

Unit 2 

Geog 

Unit 2 

German 

Unit 2 

3 English 

Unit 3 

 History 

Unit 3 

German 

Unit 3 

Literature 

Unit 3 

Geog 

Unit 3 

 

4 English 

Unit 4 

 History 

Unit 4 

German 

Unit 4 

Literature 

Unit 4 

Geog 

Unit 4 

 

 

 

Example of a Business Programme 
 

Semester English Christian 

Studies 

Group A 

Arts/ 

Hum. 

Group B 

Maths/ 

Sci/Tech. 

   

1 English  

Unit 1 

R & S 

Unit 2 

Bus.Man 

Unit 1 

IT 

Unit 1 

MM(T) 

Unit 1 

Literature 

Unit 1 

German 

Unit 1 

2 English 

Unit 2 

 Account. 

Unit 2 

IT 

Unit 2 

MM(T) 

Unit 2 

Legal St 

Unit 1 

German 

Unit 2 

3 English 

Unit 3 

 Account. 

Unit 3 

IT 

Unit 3 

MM(T) 

Unit 3 

Legal St 

Unit 3 

 

4 English 

Unit 4 

 Account. 

Unit 4 

IT 

Unit 4 

MM(T) 

Unit 4 

Legal St 

Unit 4 

 

 



 

MATHEMATICS COURSES AT VCE 

Mathematics courses are selected over a two-year period.  Each unit entails a semester of work and two units are the equivalent of 

one subject at each year level. The mathematics units available to choose from are set out in the table below. 

 

Mathematics Units available: 

Year 11 - Units 1 & 2 Year 12 - Units 3 & 4 

Mathematical Methods CAS (Tertiary) - M M (T) Mathematical Methods CAS (Tertiary) - M M (T) 

General Mathematics (Living) - G M (L) Further Mathematics (Living) - F M (L) 

General Mathematics (Scientific) - G M (S) Specialist Mathematics (Scientific) - S M (S) 

 

Each two-unit sequence of mathematics has a particular orientation, which can be Tertiary, Scientific or Living. 

 

The scientific orientation indicates the content of the unit is selected to suit the student who is intending to continue studying 

mathematics, possibly at a tertiary institution.  A student intending to enter a tertiary course which contains mathematical studies 

requires a VCE mathematics background of units with the scientific orientation. 

 

The tertiary orientation indicates the content of the unit is selected to complete a secondary mathematics course comprising a wide 

range of mathematical areas of study.  Students undertaking tertiary studies will often find the content of tertiary orientated 

mathematics units useful in these studies. 

 

The living orientation indicates the content of these units has business and everyday life applications.  Students intending to enter a 

TAFE college course, which requires some general mathematical background, may find this orientation useful. 

 

Selection Procedure: 

Students are asked to indicate which mathematics „package‟ they intend to undertake over a two-year period.  Even though this 

selection is not binding, students need to ensure they obtain the necessary prerequisite knowledge for any possible tertiary course.  

As a result students should consider the complete picture from semester 1 to semester 4 before indicating any preference for a 

particular „package‟.  The table below sets out typical packages available, involving 2, 4, 6 and 8 units. 

 

Mathematics Courses 
Scientific Mathematics Courses: 

These courses are orientated towards students who intend to attempt tertiary studies where mathematics comprises a major 

component of the study. 

 

Number of Units Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4 

8 M M (T) 

G M (S) 

M M (T) 

S M (S) 

 

Tertiary Mathematics Courses: 
These courses prepare students for tertiary studies, which may involve some mathematics. 

 

Number of Units Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4 

4 M M (T) M M (T) 

6 M M (T) 

G M  (S) 

M M (T) 

 



 

Courses for Living: 

The mathematics in these courses has a general everyday orientation. 

These courses will prepare students for some TAFE courses. 

 

Number of Units Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4 

2 G M (L)  

4 G M (L) F M (L) 

 

It would be wise for students to consider the following when selecting the mathematics „package‟ which best suits their requirements. 

 

- Mathematical ability 

- Long term goals in life 

- Tertiary course prerequisites 

- Interest in mathematics 



 

TERTIARY ENTRANCE 

 

Tertiary institutions throughout Victoria have set down minimum requirements students must meet to be eligible for selection to their 

courses. The following details provide some insights on the way entry requirements work. For further information and clarification 

students should consult the Careers Coordinator and consult the VTAC guides.  

 

Tertiary Entrance Requirements 
The minimum entrance requirement for tertiary institutions is the satisfactory completion of both the VCE and English units 3 & 4 (or 

English ESL) 

Students may choose English, English Literature or English Language (not currently offered at DCC) to satisfy these requirements. 

 

Prerequisite Studies 

Students must also ensure satisfactory completion of any studies specified as prerequisite study requirements for tertiary courses 

that they wish to study. 

These requirements are published 3 years in advance in the VICTER publication and repeated in major metropolitan newspapers. 

The College holds reference copies of VICTER which students are strongly encouraged to consult. 

 

Tertiary Selection 
Approximately 50% of Victorian Tertiary Courses select applicants based on the Equivalent National Tertiary Entrance Ranking 

(ENTER). 

The remaining courses select on an individual basis based on a combination of ENTER, folio, interviews and/or auditions, as 

specified by selection officers. 

 

Equivalent National Tertiary Entrance Rank  (ENTER) 

The ENTER is a percentile rank calculated by VTAC for each student who successfully completes the VCE. Ranks range from 99.95 

to 0 in intervals of 0.05, determined from student aggregates based on scaled study scores. 

 

Study Scores 

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority gives study scores to students who satisfactorily complete units 3 and 4 of a 

VCE study. These scores give students a ranking in the cohort of students taking that study across the State in that year. A  study 

score of 50 indicates a student has finished at the top of the cohort; 0 indicates a student finished at the bottom; 30 indicates a 

student finished in the middle of the cohort. 

 

Scaled Study Scores 
Scaling is a process, which adjusts VCAA  study scores to allow a fair comparison of rankings across studies and takes into account 

the strength of competition within each study for each year. Scaling also allows students to choose their studies (particularly those 

they enjoy or are good at) without fear of being disadvantaged. 

 

Calculation of the ENTER 
The ENTER aggregate is based on the addition of scaled study scores. English plus the next best 3 scaled study scores (of an 

allowable combination) form the primary 4 studies and 10% of any 5th and 6th scaled scores are then added. One VET study maybe 

included in the primary four and one as a 5th or 6th study. 

The ENTER aggregate is a number between approximately 210 and 0. Students are ranked in order of ENTER aggregates and 

percentile ranks are allocated. 



 

Tertiary entrance consultation 

University and TAFE entrance is a complex and time consuming process and should not be considered lightly.  The College offers 

the necessary resources and counselling to assist parents and students in making these difficult decisions. 

 

SPECIAL PROVISION 

Special Provision for school-based assessments may be available to students whose work has been affected by: 

 Long-term impairment 

 Illness 

 Personal circumstances 

 

Any request for Special Provision must be made in writing to the VCE coordinator and each request will be assessed on individual 

merit.  For a medical condition, a current medical letter outlining the conditions affecting performance will need to be provided.  Long-

term impairment will require a medical statement of recent intellectual and educational testing evidence. 

 

If a student is eligible for Special Provision, then measures can be implemented, such as rescheduling assessment tasks, setting 

alternative or substitute tasks, allowing more time to complete a task or allowing the use of different arrangements to complete an 

assessment. 

 

 

SPECIAL EXAMINATION ARRANGEMENTS 

A  student may be eligible for Special Examination Arrangements for examinations if it can be demonstrated that their achievement 

of the examination will be adversely affected by: 

 Accident or onset of illness 

 Personal circumstances 

 Long-term impairment 

If a student believes that they might be eligible for this Special Provision, they should apply to the Head of Secondary – 

Administration for Year 11 exams and to the VCE Coordinator for Year 12 exams. 

 

Special Examination Arrangements may include: 

 Extra reading time  

 Extra writing time 

 Rest breaks 

 

 

STUDENT ASSISTANCE 

Every teacher at Donvale Christian College is a pastoral care teacher.  In this role teachers are expected to keep an eye out for 

students who might be showing signs of stress, unease or unhappiness and to take steps to address these issues with the student. 

 

Sometimes it might be that the matter is referred to the home group teacher or the Year Level Coordinator.  Depending on the issue, 

the Student Counsellor may be called upon to provide assistance.  If expertise is required, the Student Counsellor can arrange for 

professional help to be made available in collaboration with the parents and student. 

 

Teachers as a group carefully review each student's progress regularly and contact is made with parents if concerns, be they 

academic, social or emotional, are raised.  The Year Level Coordinator is the first point of contact in the event that a parent has a 

concern regarding their child's progress.  Parents are encouraged to contact the Year Level Coordinator at the earliest sign of any 

problem. 

 

 

 



 

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT PROGRAMMES 

General Information 
The VCE has been developed so that students are able to construct a two year programme from a variety of studies, a programme 

that leads to a range of post VCE career paths. 

 

A number of factors will influence a student's choice of units in Years 11 and 12: 

- What VCAA requirements do I have to meet in order to complete my VCE? 

- What prerequisite studies do I need to undertake a particular career pathway? 

- What studies are available at my school? 

- Have I consulted teachers about the ENTER „conversions‟? 

- What studies are going to be the most challenging and interesting for me and I will enjoy doing?  

 

The focus of a student initially may be very specific ("I want to be a Graphic Designer.")  or very general ("I don't know what I want to 

do for a career but I've always enjoyed doing Art at school.")  In either case, the initial focus of each student can be translated into a  

two year programme which best meets the student's needs. 

 

The chosen programme needs to be flexible enough to enable students to change direction regarding career and subject choice.  

Staff will try to ensure, therefore, that as far as possible, students keep their options open when making their Year 11 choices.  This 

is one reason why at DCC students are advised to do at least two Mathematics units at Year 11. 

 

RESOURCES FOR INVESTIGATING COURSE AND CAREERS 

The Careers Co-ordinator is available to assist students with career information or decision strategies and to discuss career issues 

with parents. The College provides students with a wide range of resources to increase their awareness of career options and 

facilitate the selection of an appropriate course of study.  These are available in the Careers Room and on the College computer 

network. 

 

Job Guide for Victoria 

This book provides information on over 460 jobs, describing the field of work, relevant training, employment opportunities, career 

paths and contacts for further information.  It is an excellent starting point for career information and contains chapters on “Choosing 

a Career” and “Which Career is Right for You?” 

 

TAFE Publication 
This book lists courses available at Victorian TAFE Colleges.  Further information is also available through the TAFE Course hotline 

on 131 823. 

 

OZJAC 

This computer package is installed on the College computer network and is very easy to use.  The programme contains current 

information on most tertiary courses in Australia, at TAFE, undergraduate and postgraduate level.  Both general and specific career 

searches can be initiated on OZJAC and it also allows the user to print relevant information. 

 

JAC Directory 
This book groups tertiary courses according to general interest areas and lists brief information about each course. 

 

Course Scan/Career Easy 
These computer programmes match students individual VCE programmes to all Victorian higher education courses.  Students can 

then print a list of courses, which satisfy the necessary prerequisites.  They allow students to compare programme combination and 

determine the outcomes. 

 

Career Testing 
The College holds copies of a range of career interest inventories, questionnaires and personality profile inventories to assist 

students in the decision process.  The co-ordinator is accredited to administer these tests. 



 

THE PROCESS FOR SELECTION OF UNITS 

A meeting is held with Year 10 students and parents during Term 3 to explain VCE requirements and the studies that are available at 

the College.  The VCE Information and Course Booklet and VCE Unit Selection Sheet are distributed at the meeting. 

 

Informal interviews are conducted with each student to guide in the selection of units and assist in the completion of the VCE Unit 

Selection Sheet. 

 

The VCE Unit selection Sheet is returned. 

 

Based on the unit choices students have made on their VCE Unit selection Sheet the timetable blocking arrangement will be 

finalised. 

 

The VCE timetable blocks will be released early term 4 and students will be asked to reconsider their unit choices in the light of the 

timetable blockings. 

 

Interviews will be conducted with students to enable them to make choices for a two-year programme of study.  Each student has an 

interview with an experienced member of staff who 

 gives advice on the choices made; 

 checks that the requirements for VCE are fulfilled; 

 checks that tertiary entrance prerequisites are understood and accommodated. 

 

Parents may wish to attend this interview or they can consult with the Careers Coordinator 

 

A 'Final Choice Sheet' is filled in by the student, signed by the parents and returned to the school for a final check and signature of 

the staff member. 

 

At the end of Year 11 students may wish to vary their selected programme.  They must seek advice from senior staff and the 

Careers Coordinator before changes are made, particularly in view of the increasing complexity of Tertiary Entry Requirements. 

 

 

Details of the individual VCE course units are available via the VCAA website (www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/VCE) 

 

 

   

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/VCE


 

 

SECTION 2:  Description of VCE Units 

 

Accounting ...............................................................................................   

Biology .....................................................................................................  

Business Management ............................................................................  

Chemistry ................................................................................................  

Drama ......................................................................................................  

Design and Technology ...........................................................................  

English/English as a Second Language ..................................................  

Food and Technology ..............................................................................  

Geography ...............................................................................................  

German....................................................................................................  

Health and Human Development .............................................................  

History .....................................................................................................  

Information Technology (Software Development) ....................................  

Legal Studies ...........................................................................................  

Literature .................................................................................................  

Mathematics –  
Mathematics Methods CAS (Tertiary) Units 1 – 4 .............................  

General Mathematics (Scientific) Units 1 & 2 ....................................  

Specialist Mathematics (Scientific) Units 3 & 4 .................................  

General Mathematics (Maths for Living) Units 1 & 2 .........................  

Further Mathematics (Business) Units 3 & 4 .....................................  

Musical Performance ...............................................................................  

Philosophy ...............................................................................................  

Physical Education ..................................................................................  

Physics ....................................................................................................  

Psychology ..............................................................................................  

Religion and Society................... .............................................................  

Studio Arts ...............................................................................................  

Urban Mission (Texts and Traditions)  .....................................................  

Visual Communication and Design ..........................................................  
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ACCOUNTING 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

VCE Accounting focuses on the financial recording, reporting and decision-making processes of a small business. Students will 

study both theoretical and practical aspects of accounting. Financial data and information will be collected, recorded and reported 

using both manual and information and communications technology (ICT) methods. 

Many students will go on to further studies in business and finance, and other students will go on to become small business owners. 

The study of Accounting will enable them to develop their financial knowledge and skills. 

The study of Accounting is based on the premise that people need to be accountable. In this course we recognise more specifically 

that we are accountable to God in relation to money and talents and emphasise the need for the careful stewardship of the gifts that 

God has given through planning and budgeting. 

 

 

Unit 1: Establishing and operating a service business  

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit focuses on the establishment of a small business and the accounting and financial management of the business. Students 

are introduced to the processes of gathering, recording, reporting and analysing financial data and information used by internal and 

external users. Recording and reporting is restricted to the cash basis. 

Students examine the role of accounting in the decision-making process using single entry recording of financial data and 

information for the owner of a service business. 

Where appropriate, the accounting procedures developed in each area of study should incorporate the application of accounting 

principles and the qualitative characteristics of accounting information. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve three outcomes, demonstrating the ability to:  

 describe the resources and explain and apply the knowledge and skills necessary to set up a small business. 

 identify, record, report and explain the financial data and information for the owner of a service business, using a combination of 
manual and ICT methods. 

 apply accounting skills to evaluate financial and non-financial information in order to make informed decisions for a small 
business. 

 

This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks set during the course drawn from the following: tests, folio of exercises, 

assignments, classroom presentations and the use of computer software and/or applications, such as spreadsheets to record and 

analyse data. 

 

 

UNIT 2:  Accounting for a trading business 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit focuses on accounting for a single activity sole trader. Using the accrual approach, students use a single entry recording 

system for the recording and reporting of cash and credit transactions stock. They use financial and non-financial information to 

evaluate the performance of a business. Using these evaluations, students suggest strategies to the owner on how to improve the 

performance of the business. 

Where appropriate, the accounting procedures developed in each area of study should incorporate the application of accounting 

principles and the qualitative characteristics of accounting information. 
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TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve three outcomes, demonstrating the ability to:  

 record and report financial data and information for a sole trader. 

 record and report financial data and information using an accounting software package for a single activity sole trader, and 
explain and evaluate the role of ICT in the accounting process. 

 select and use financial and non-financial information to evaluate a business and suggest strategies that will improve business 
performance. 

This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks set during the course drawn from the following: tests, folio of exercises, 

assignments, classroom presentations and the use of computer software and/or applications, such as spreadsheets to record and 

analyse data. 

 
 

 UNIT 3:  Recording and reporting for a trading business 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit focuses on financial accounting for a single activity trading business as operated by a sole trader and emphasises the role 

of accounting as an information system. Students are introduced to the double entry system of recording using the accrual basis of 

accounting. The perpetual method of stock recording with the First In, First Out (FIFO) method is used. 

Where appropriate, the accounting procedures developed in each area of study should incorporate the application of accounting 

principles and the qualitative characteristics of accounting information.   

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve two outcomes, demonstrating the ability to:  

 record financial data into appropriate accounting records using a double entry accrual-based system for a single activity sole 
trader, and explain related aspects of this accounting system. 

 record balance day adjustments, prepare financial reports and explain related aspects of the accounting system. 

 School-assessed coursework : 17 per cent of the final assessment. 

 

Mid-year examination: 33 per cent of the final assessment. 

 

UNIT 4:  Control and analysis of business performance 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit provides an extension of the recording and reporting processes from Unit 3 and the use of financial and non-financial 

information in assisting management in the decision-making process. The unit covers the accrual recording and reporting system for 

a single activity trading business using the perpetual inventory recording system. Students learn about the role and importance of 

budgeting for the business and undertake the practical completion of budgets for cash, financial performance and financial position. 

In this unit students evaluate the information prepared and analyse the results in order to suggest strategies to the owner. 

Where appropriate, the accounting procedures developed in each area of study should incorporate the application of accounting 

principles and the qualitative characteristics of accounting information. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve two outcomes, demonstrating the ability to:  

 record and report financial data and information using a double entry accrual-based system for a single activity sole trader, and 
explain related aspects of this accounting system. 

 prepare and analyse budgets, evaluate a business using financial and non-financial information and suggest strategies to 
improve the profitability and liquidity of the business. 

 

School-assessed coursework: 17 per cent of the final assessment. 

End-of-year examination: 33 per cent of the final assessment. 
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BIOLOGY 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

Biology is the study of living organisms, of life processes, and of the different levels of organisation from the cell to the biosphere. It 

includes the study of interactions of organisms and environment. It considers the unity and continuity of life as well as diversity and 

change. Students are encouraged to reflect on God‟s purposes for and the wonder of creation. In the light of the student‟s developing 

Christian faith, current issues in Biology and the scientific worldview are considered. 

 

 

UNIT 1: Unity and diversity 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

In this unit students study the structure and function of cells as the basic unit of all living things. The diversity of living organisms is 
explored, investigating similarities and differences. Students consider the development of ideas in Biology as an example of the 
dynamic nature of science. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the following two outcomes: 

 Design, conduct and report on a practical investigation related to cellular structure, organisation and processes. 

 Describe and explain the relationship between features and requirements of functioning organisms and how these are 
used to construct taxonomic systems. 

 
This will be assessed in an extended practical investigation, reports, problems and tests and an end-of –unit exam. 

 

 

 

UNIT 2: Organisms and their environment 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Students use Australian ecosystems to study the relationships between living things and their environment. The nature and effects of 
environmental change are also considered. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the following two outcomes: 

 Explain and analyse the relationship between environmental factors, adaptations and distributions of living things. 

 Design, conduct and report on a field investigation related to the interaction between living things and their environment; 
explain how ecosystems change over time. 
 

This will be assessed by a written report on fieldwork, practical activities and reports, problems and tests and an end-of-unit exam. 

 

 

 

UNIT 3: Signatures of life 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit examines the molecules and biochemical processes of life. These are related to the functions of tissues and organisms. 
The mechanisms of cell communication and immune response are also considered. 
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TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the following two outcomes: 

 Analyse and evaluate evidence from practical investigations related to biochemical processes. 

 Describe and explain coordination and regulation of an organism‟s immune responses to antigens at the molecular level. 
School assessed course work is a series of practical activities and reports. 

School assessed coursework (17 per cent) and an end-of-unit exam (33 per cent). 

 

 

UNIT 4: Continuity and change 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit explores the mechanisms of inheritance, DNA and the causes of variation leading to investigation of the diversity of living 
organisms. Recent advances in technology, including biotechnology and genomics, are also considered. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the following two outcomes: 

 Analyse evidence for the molecular basis of heredity, and patterns of inheritance. 

 Analyse and evaluate evidence for change and relationships in living organisms. Describe mechanisms for change 
including the effect of human intervention. 

School assessed course work is a series of practical activities and reports. 

 School assessed coursework (17 per cent) and an end-of-unit exam (33 per cent). 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

In contemporary Australian society there are a wide variety of organisations, which vary in terms of size, ownership, objectives, 

resources and location.  This study examines the ways in which people at various levels within a business organisation manage 

resources to achieve the objectives of the organisation.  

It seeks to develop in students an understanding of business management from a Christian viewpoint. Business Management 

promotes Christian responsibility in terms of the objectives a business manager might establish and also in terms of how the 

operations of the business might be conducted. 

 

 

UNIT 1: Small Business Management 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit studies generic business concepts, which apply to the management of organisations of varying size, complexity or industry 

setting. It also involves a consideration of the range of activities related to planning and operations of a small business. This unit will 

explore in some detail marketing and public relations. 

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve three outcomes, demonstrating the ability to: 

 explain and apply a set of generic business concepts to a range of businesses. 

 apply decision-making and planning skills and evaluate the successful management of an ethical and socially responsible small 

business. 

 explain and apply the day-to-day activities associated with the ethical and socially responsible operation of a small business. 

 

This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks set during the course including tests, a school based short-term business activity, 

case study analysis, development of a business plan and a report based on direct contact with a small business.  

 

 

 

UNIT 2: Communication and Management 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit focuses on the importance of effective communication in achieving business objectives. It includes communication both 
internally and externally to business with special attention to the functions of marketing and public relations. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve three outcomes, demonstrating the ability to: 

 explain and apply a range of effective communication methods and forms in business-related situations 

 apply and analyse effective marketing strategies and processes. 

 apply and analyse effective public relations strategies and tactics. 

 

This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks set during the course including tests, powerpoint presentations, a marketing 

business research assignment, development of a public relations strategy for a real or fictitious organisation.  
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Unit 3:   Corporate Management 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit examines the role and importance of large-scale organisations to the Australian economy.  Students develop an 

understanding of the complexity and challenge of managing large organisations and have the opportunity to compare theoretical 

perspectives with practical applications. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve three outcomes, demonstrating the ability to: 

 describe and analyse the context in which large-scale organisations operate. 

 describe and analyse major aspects of the internal environment of large-scale organisations. 

 identify and evaluate practices and processes related to operations management. 

 

Assessment will be based on the student‟s performance on a selection of tasks including media analysis, structured questions and 

case studies. School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment.   

 

 

UNIT 4:  Managing People and Change 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Students learn about the key aspects of the human resource management function and strategies used to most effectively manage 

human resources. Students also learn about key change management processes and strategies and are provided with the 

opportunity to apply these to a contemporary issue of significance. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve two outcomes, demonstrating the ability to: 

 identify and evaluate practices and processes related to human resource management 

 analyse and evaluate the management of change in large-scale organisations. 

 

Assessment will be based on the student‟s performance on a selection of tasks including media analysis, structured questions and 

case studies. School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the final assessment.   

 

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination, which will contribute 50 per cent to the 

final assessment.  
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CHEMISTRY 

 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

 

Chemistry is the study of the chemical processes involved in our world and the physical universe. An understanding of chemistry 

helps us in our efforts to improve human health, prevent environmental problems and improve industrial processes.  Students will 

investigate, explore and solve qualitative and quantitative problems and discuss chemical concepts and issues. Chemistry will be 

studied as a part of God‟s creation and a number of issues will be looked at through a Christian perspective. As his stewards called 

to look after his creation, we need to treat its chemical resources responsibly. This involves careful management of the present 

environment and the world‟s resources. It is hoped that increasing our understanding of the complexity of God‟s creation will inspire 

wonder and appreciation of our mighty Creator. 

 

 

Unit 1: The big ideas of chemistry 
 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit begins with the development of the Periodic Table as it provides a unifying framework for studying the chemistry of the 

elements. Students also study the models for metallic, ionic and covalent bonding and are introduced to the development and 

application of „smart‟ materials. All areas of study in this unit involve the design and performance of experiments. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Each student will be required to acquire an understanding of each of the areas of study covered in the course. As well as this, 

students will need to: 

Á Carry out a number of experiments that illustrate key aspects of the course covered. 

Á Construct models, which represent the chemical structure of materials. 

Á Write out chemical equations to represent chemical reactions 

Á Write reports and prepare posters to show an understanding of key concepts 

 

Work will be assessed on the basis of the above tasks as well as a series of tests and written exercises. 

Unit 2: Environmental chemistry 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

 
In this unit students will investigate how chemistry is used to respond to the effects of human activities on our environment. They will 
be introduced to the types of calculations used every day by analytical chemists in monitoring wastes in effluent and air quality and 
will study cleaner and more efficient chemical processes that have been designed using green chemistry principles. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Each student will be required to acquire an understanding of each of the areas of study covered in the course. As well as this, 

students will need to: 

Á Carry out a number of experiments that illustrate key aspects of the course covered. 

Á Write reports and prepare posters to show an understanding of key concepts. 

Á Write chemical equations to represent chemical reactions. 

Á Carry out calculations involving primary and secondary chemical data 

 

Work will be assessed on the basis of the above tasks as well as a series of tests and written exercises. 

 



Page 26 

 

 

Unit 3: Chemical pathways 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

In this unit students investigate the scope of techniques available to the analytical chemist, developing an understanding of the 

chemistry is necessary in learning how and why the techniques work.. They will investigate organic reaction pathways and the 

chemistry of organic molecules, particularly in relation to the synthesis of new medicines and in the generation of biochemical fuels. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Unit 3 marks will contribute 50% of the year 12 assessment in Chemistry. In this unit school-assessed coursework will contribute 

17% of this mark, the mid-year examination will contribute 33%. Coursework includes practical work and reports based on the set 

outcomes for the course. 

These outcomes include: 

Á An ability to evaluate the suitability of techniques and instruments used in chemical analyses. 

Á An ability to identify and explain the role of functional groups in organic reactions and construct reaction pathways using organic 

molecules. 

Unit 4: Chemistry at work 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

In this unit students investigate the industrial production of chemicals and the energy changes associated with chemical reactions. 

They investigate the processes by which the rate and yield in industrial processes can be optimised, the advantages and 

disadvantages of different energy resources, the operating principals behind galvanic and electrolytic cells and the application of 

principles of green chemistry to chemical processes 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT  

Unit 4 marks will contribute 50% of the year 12 assessment in Chemistry. In this unit school-assessed coursework will contribute 

17% of the final assessment, the end of year examination will contribute 33%. Coursework includes practical work and reports based 

on the set outcomes for the course. 

These outcomes include: 

Á an ability to analyse the factors that determine the optimum conditions used in the industrial production of the selected chemical.  

Á An ability to analyse chemical and energy transformations occurring in chemical reactions. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

 

Materials are the building blocks of technology.  An understanding of their properties, appropriate uses, and ways they can be 

worked is essential in product design and development.  Design and technology provides students with insights into the nature and 

design of aspects of the created world and to exercise the skills of creativity and craftsmanship as stewards and developers in God's 

world.  

 

Unit 1 : Design modification and production 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit focuses on the analysis, modification and improvement of a product design. It provides a structured approach towards the 
design process, and looks at examples of design practice used by a designer, and analysis and evaluation of a design. The role of 
the designer is to work through a creative problem-solving process that results in the development of a product that fulfils a human 
need. This involves the use of analytical, clear and concise communication skills. A systematic approach is fundamental to acquiring 
the confidence to justify, develop and present innovative solutions to design challenges. An understanding of the processes used to 
determine which materials to use in the product is essential in product design. The processes and techniques used by a current 
designer will be examined to demonstrate design practice as a way of solving a design problem. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcomes 1, 2 &3 must be based on the student's performance on a selection of the following 

assessment tasks: 

 Design folios; 

 Production plans; 

 Production tasks; 

 Annotated visual displays 

 Website presentations; 

 Datashow presentations; 

 Test (short answer, open book); 

 Short written reports (materials testing activities, industry visits, product evaluation report); 

 Oral reports 

 Practical demonstrations. 

 

Level of achievement is assessed by the school by means of these tasks. 

 

 

Unit 2:  Collaborative design 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

In this unit each student works as a member of a team to design and develop a product range or contribute to the design and 
production of a group product. This mirrors professional design practise where designers often work within a multidisciplinary team to 
develop solutions to design problems. Team members contribute their expertise, share research findings and develop viable 
solutions that conform to the needs and requirements outlined in a design brief.
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TASKS AND ASSESSMENTS 

Demonstration of achievement of Outcomes 1,2 &3 must be based on the student's performance on a selection of the following 

assessment tasks: 

 Design folio; 

 Production plans; 

 Production tasks; 

 Annotated visual displays; 

 Website presentations; 

 Datashow presentations; 

 Tests (short answer, open book); 

 Short written reports (materials testing activities, industry visits, product evaluation report); 

 Oral reports; 

 Practical demonstrations. 

 

Level of achievement is assessed by the school by means of these tasks. 
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DRAMA 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

The study of Drama focuses on the development of expressive skills within dramatic structures and the development and 

performance of imagined characters. This is achieved through the refinement of skills, techniques and processes in the creation and 

presentation of dramatic works and through an understanding and use of a range of content, application of stagecraft elements and 

the analysis of the development and performance of dramatic works.  Drama also provides students with the opportunity to examine 

and explore ways in which drama gives form to, and makes meaning of, a range of social, political, cultural and historical contexts. 

 

Drama provides opportunities for students to develop their God-given artistic expressive skills and explore these within imaginative 

and creative dramatic structures.  By encouraging oral communication skills, drama builds self-esteem and confidence and allows 

students to celebrate their abilities and gifts in ways that can be used to further God‟s kingdom.  Through drama students increase 

their understanding of the human condition by exploring the complexity of social relationships and situations we find in the world and 

recognising the need for God's redeeming grace and love. 

 

Unit 1: Dramatic Storytelling 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

In unit one the focus is on creating, presenting and analysing a devised performance that includes real or imagined characters, 
based on personal, cultural or community experiences and stories. Students examine storytelling through the creation of solo and/or 
ensemble performances and manipulate expressive skills in the creation and presentation of characters. They develop an awarenss 
and understanding of how characters are portrayed in naturalistic and non naturalistic performance styles. Students also gain an 
awareness of how performance is shaped and given meaning. They investigate a range of stimulus material in creating performance 
and examine performance styles from a range of cultural and social contexts. Theatrical conventions appropriate to the selected 
performance styles and contexts are also explored. This unit also involves analysis of a students own performance work and the 
work of professional Drama practitioners.  

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the ability to achieve four key knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 

 ability to demonstrate the use of playmaking techniques to devise and rehearse a solo and/or ensemble drama work based on 

stories and characters and to document the use of development processes 

 ability to perform publicly a devised solo and/or ensemble drama work that features stories or characters 

 ability to analyse and evaluate the work created and performed in the above two outcomes 

 ability to analyse and evaluate the work of professional Drama practitioners in written form  

 

This will be assessed through the completion of various tasks including performances to an audience, analytical exercises and 

reports, journaling, essays, oral presentations and short tests. 
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Unit 2: Creating Australian Drama 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

In unit two the focus is on the use and documentation of processes involved in constructing a devised ensemble performance. 
Students create, present and analyse a performance based on a person, an event, an issue, a place, an art work, a text and/or an 
icon from a contemporary or historical Australian context. Students use a range of stimulus material in creating performance and 
examine performance styles from a range of cultural and historical contexts. Theatrical conventions appropriate to the selected 
performance styles are also explored. Students‟ knowledge of how dramatic elements are enhanced or manipulated through 
performance is further developed in this unit. This unit also involves analysis of a students own performance work and an Australian 
work by professional Drama practitioners. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the ability to achieve four key knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 ability to demonstrate the use of playmaking techniques to devise and rehearse a performance based on a person, an event, an 

issue, a place, an art work, a text and/or an icon from a contemporary or historical Australian context and to document the use 

of development processes 

 ability to perform a devised solo and/or ensemble drama work publicly 

 ability to analyse the solo and/or ensemble work devised for the above two outcomes in one of these forms: written report, 

structured questions, oral presentation, multimedia presentation, essay ability to analyse and evaluate the work of professional 

Drama practitioners in written form 

 

This will be assessed through the completion of various tasks including an ensemble performance, analytical exercises and reports, 

essays, oral presentations and short tests. 

 

Unit 3: Ensemble Performance 

Content and Structure 

This unit focuses on non-naturalistic drama from a diverse range of traditions. Non-naturalistic performance styles and associated 

theatrical conventions are explored in the development of ensemble performance. The processes involved in the development and 

realisation of the ensemble performance are developed and evaluated. A non-naturalistic work selected from the prescribed play list 

will also be analysed. 

Tasks and Assessment 

Students need to demonstrate the ability to achieve three knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 On completion of this unit the student should be able to develop and present character(s) within a non-naturalistic ensemble 

performance. 

 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the playmaking techniques used to construct and present 

ensemble works including the work created for Outcome 1 

 On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and evaluate a non-naturalistic performance selected from the 

prescribed play list. 

 

This will be assessed through the completion of various tasks including performances to an audience, analytical exercises and 

reports, essays, oral presentations and short tests. 

 

Unit 4: Solo Performance 

Content and Structure 

This unit focuses on the use of stimulus material and resources from a variety of sources to create and develop characters within a 

solo performance. Students develop and complete two solo performances. For a short solo performance they develop practical skills 

of researching, creating, presenting, documenting and anbalysing a solo performance work. In the development of a second solo 
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performance, they devise, rehearse, and perform an extended solo performance in response to a prescribed structure published by 

the VCAA. The processes involved in the development and presentation of solo work are also analysed and evaluated. 

Task and Assessment 

Students need to demonstrate the ability to achieve two knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 

 On completion of this unit the student should be able to develop and perform a short solo performance based on stimulus 

material, and evaluate the processes used (presentation of short solo performance and short written report) 

 On completion of this unit the student should be able to perform (for outside of school assessment) a solo performance based 

on a prescribed structure provided by the VCAA 

 On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe, analyse and evaluate the creation, development and 

presentation of a solo performance (a written report that uses the language of drama to analyse and evaluate the solo 

performance developed in the second outcome)  

 

This will be assessed through the completion of various tasks including performances to an audience, analytical exercises and 

reports, essays, oral presentations. There will also be an end of year performance examination an end of year written examination. 

 
Please note: 
 
Students undertaking VCE Drama will attend approximately two professional performances per semester. These take place outside 
of school hours and students travel as a class (with teacher supervision) into the city for the live theatre experience. The costs 
incurred are usually $35 (including public transport, theatre ticket and dinner). These are a compulsory part of the Drama course.  
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ENGLISH/ ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

This study aims to develop competence in the understanding and use of English for a variety of purposes sufficient to meet the 

demands of post-school employment, further education and participation in a democratic society.  It emphasises the integration of 

reading, writing, speaking, listening, and thinking.  It values student diversity and particularly encourages learning in which students 

take responsibility for their language development and thus grow in confidence and in language skill and understanding. 

 

English involves an awareness of how language is used and the development of language skills.  It is, therefore, of vital importance 

in enabling students to interpret and communicate the word of God.  English also provides the opportunity, through the study of 

literature, the media and the students‟ own writing and oral activities, to examine various social issues and values from a Biblical 

perspective.   

THE COURSE 

The areas of study addressed in VCE English, across the four units, are: 

 Reading and responding 

 Creating and presenting 

 Using language to persuade 

 

UNIT 1 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The focus of this unit is on the reading of a range of texts, particularly narrative and persuasive texts, in order to comprehend, 

appreciate and analyse the ways in which texts are constructed and interpreted. Students will develop competence and confidence 

in creating written, oral and multimodal texts. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve three outcomes, demonstrating the ability to: 

 Identify and discuss key aspects of a set text, and to construct a response in oral or written form. 

 Create and present texts taking account of audience, purpose and context. 

 Identify and discuss, either in writing and/or orally, how language can be used to persuade readers and/or viewers. 

Assessment will be based on the student‟s performance in a range of assessment tasks selected from the following forms: 

responses to text in written, oral or multimodal form; role-plays; an oral presentation; a web page; a video; a newspaper article; a 

feature magazine article; a radio program; discussion of the use of language and point/s of view in a persuasive text. 

 

UNIT 2 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The focus of this unit is on reading and responding to an expanded range of text types and genres in order to analyse ways in which 

they are constructed and interpreted, and on the development of competence and confidence in creating written, oral or multimodal 

texts. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve three outcomes, demonstrating the ability to: 

 Discuss and analyse how texts convey ways of thinking about the characters, ideas and themes, and construct a response in 

oral or written form. 

 Create and present texts taking account of audience, purpose and context. 

 Identify and analyse how language is used in a persuasive text and to present a reasoned point of view in an oral or a written 

form. 
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Assessment will be based on the student‟s performance in a range of assessment tasks selected from the following forms: 

responses to text in written, oral or multimodal form; role-plays; an oral presentation; a web page; a video; a newspaper article; a 

feature magazine article; a radio program; discussion of the use of language and point/s of view in a persuasive text. 

 

 

UNIT 3 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The focus of this unit is on reading and responding both orally and in writing to a range of texts. Students analyse how the authors of 

texts create meaning and the different ways in which texts can be interpreted. They develop competence in creating written texts by 

exploring ideas suggested by their reading within the chosen Context, and the ability to explain choices they have made as authors. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve three outcomes, demonstrating the ability to: 

 Analyse, either orally or in writing, how a selected text constructs meaning, conveys ideas and values, and is open to a range of 

interpretations. 

 Draw on ideas and/or arguments suggested by a chosen Context to create written texts for a specified audience and purpose; 

and to discuss and analyse in writing their decisions about form, purpose, language, audience and context. 

 Analyse the use of language in texts that present a point of view on an issue currently debated in the Australian media, and to 

construct, orally or in writing, a sustained and reasoned point of view on the selected issue. 

 

The student‟s level of achievement in Unit 3 will be determined by school-assessed coursework and an end-of-year examination. 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.  

 

 

UNIT 4 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The focus of this unit is on reading and responding in writing to a range of texts in order to analyse their construction and provide an 

interpretation. Students create written or multimodal texts suggested by their reading within the chosen Context and explain creative 

choices they have made as authors in relation to form, purpose, language, audience and context. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve two outcomes, demonstrating the ability to: 

 Develop and justify a detailed interpretation of a selected text. 

 Draw on ideas and arguments suggested by a chosen Context to create written texts for a specified audience and purpose; and 

to discuss and analyse in writing their decisions about form, purpose, language, audience and context. 

 

The student‟s level of achievement in Unit 4 will be determined by school-assessed coursework and an end-of-year examination. 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.  

 

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination, which will contribute 50 per cent to the 

study score.  
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FOOD AND TECHNOLOGY. 

 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

 

The food sector is dynamic, diverse and creative.  Innovative food products are continually being introduced into the marketplace in 

response to changing social, economic and environmental needs of society.  Technology plays an important role in food product 

development and the way food is produced, processed, packaged and marketed.  This subject informs students about making 

informed choices when selecting, storing, purchasing preparing and consuming foods that will contribute to a healthy life style.   

Food and Technology is a study related to individuals in their everyday lives and walk with God.  Its focus is on the management of 

the resources God has given us in creative and satisfying ways.  In particular, the study is concerned with physical, social, economic, 

environmental and spiritual factors of food and hospitality within our homes, workplace and society.  Recognising that humans are 

wonderfully made, in the image of God, students learn about the care of the human body, and the design and production of nutritious 

foods. 

  

 

UNIT 1: Properties of food 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit will enable students to study the diverse nature of food, how to prepare it and how to store it for the best quality in terms of 

safety, health and aesthetics.  Students study safe and hygienic food handling practices and apply these practices in the storage and 

preparation of food.   

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the following two outcomes: 

 Keeping food safe 

 Food properties and preparation 

 

This will be assessed by records of planning and production, production work, annotated visual displays, website presentations, 

tests, reports and practical tests. 

 
 

UNIT2: Planning and preparation of food 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit provides students with the opportunity to investigate the best methods and tools and equipments fot use for optimum 

results, and what to prepare for a range of situations.  Students research, analyse and apply the most suitable food preparation and 

cooking methods to optimise the sensory, physical and chemical properties of food. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the following two outcomes: 

 Food preparation processes 

 Planning in food preparation 

This will be assessed by records of planning and production, production work, designing and developing a solution in response to a 

design brief, tests, reports and practical tests. 
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UNIT 3: Food preparation, processing and food controls 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit requires students to analyse the functions of the natural components of key foods and apply this information in the 

preparation of foods.  Students will investigate cooking, processing and preserving techniques and will develop design briefs and 

plans.  They will also develop an understanding of food safety in Australia including food preservation and spoilage and the relevant 

regulations. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the following three outcomes: 

 Food preparation and processing 

 Maintaining food safety in Australia 

 Developing a design plan folio 

 

This will be assessed by a design plan folio of a  set of 5 to 8 products, the end of year examination and other school assessed 

coursework. 

 

 

UNIT 4: Food product development and emerging trends 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

In this unit students work independently to complete the challenge of implementation of the design plan they established in Unit 3.  In 

completing this task, students apply food safety and hygiene guidelines and evaluate the product planning and processes in the plan. 

Students examine food product development, packaging systems and marketing and emerging trends.   

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the following three outcomes: 

 Implementing a design plan 

 Product development 

 New and emerging food trends 

 

This will be assessed by school assessed course work, the production of a set of 5 to 8 products and the end of year examination. 
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GEOGRAPHY. 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

 

The underlying theme in studying geography is to understand and investigate the relationships that exist between people and their 

environment. As Christians we need to promote a responsible attitude towards the maintenance of the planet and develop policies 

which will preserve the environment.  Christians should be concerned with issues that affect God‟s creation. We are stewards of the 

Lord – it is our responsibility to take care of his world. We should learn to work together and support each other in creating a 

harmonious world in which to live. 

 

UNIT 1: Natural environments. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit investigates the geographic characteristics of natural environments and landforms and the natural processes that shape 

and change the earth‟s surface. It investigates how the interactions between the natural processes and human activities can also 

change natural environments. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

For this unit students will need to demonstrate achievement of two outcomes. 

 Describe the geographic characteristics of at least two natural environments and explain how they are developed by natural 

processes, including extreme natural events. 

 Analyse and explain the changes in natural environments due to natural processes and human activity. This includes an 

understanding of the impact of change and how it could be managed. 

 

Assessment tasks for this unit include: 

 Recording and reporting on data collected in the field. 

 Data processing and presentations-maps, graphs, annotated visual display. 

 Research reports, written responses and tests. 

 

UNIT 2: Human environments. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit investigates the characteristics of rural and urban environments which are developed by human activities and their 

interactions with natural environments. Rural environments are those produced by human activities such as farming, forestry, 

tourism, mining, fishing and rural settlements. Urban environments are those produced by human activities created by housing, work 

and leisure pursuits. Students must investigate a rural environment and one urban environment from Australia and one from another 

country. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

For this unit students will need to demonstrate achievement of two outcomes: 

 Describe and explain the geographic characteristics of different types of rural and urban environments. 

 Analyse and explain changes due to human activities in rural and urban environments. 

 

Assessment tasks for this unit include: 

 Recording and reporting on data collected in the field. 

 Data processing and presentations-maps, graphs, annotated visual display. 

 Research reports, written responses and tests. 
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UNIT 3: Regional Resources. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit investigates the characteristics of resources and the concept of region. The use and management of resources is dynamic 

and changes spatially over time in response to the interactions between human activities, natural processes and the legislative 

processes that humans put into place. Social, historical, environmental, economic and political factors can be used to predict and 

plan for future policies and strategies to ensure the sustainability of the available resources. 

The availability and utilisation of water resources influences settlement patterns, infrastructure development and decision making in 

many Australian regions. Problems of supply and debates about the water resources of rural and urban communities mirror 

processes that are happening elsewhere on the Earth. There are competing demands for water resources within and between 

regions at local, national and international scales. 

Students must investigate a regional resource and a local resource in Australia. The regional resource will be water in the Murray-

Darling basin region. Students will use fieldwork to investigate a local resource 

  

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

To complete the course satisfactorily students must demonstrate a level of achievement in the following set of outcomes: 

 Analyse the use the management of water within the Murray-Darling Basin region and evaluate its future sustainability.  

 Describe the characteristics of a local resource and justify a policy for its future use and management using data collected in the 

field. 

 

School assessed coursework tasks for this unit (25 per cent of marks) may include: 

 Recording and reporting on data collected in the field. 

 Data processing and presentations - maps, graphs, annotated visual display. 

 Research reports, written responses and tests. 

 

UNIT 4: Global Perspectives. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit investigates the geographic characteristics of global phenomena and their impact on people and places. Global phenomena 

are major natural of human events or processes that affect significant parts of the globe. This unit also focuses on the ways in which 

people and organisations respond to the impact of global phenomena. Students must investigate two global phenomena in each 

area of study, one of which must be human population. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

To satisfactory complete the course students must demonstrate a level of achievement in the following set of outcomes: 

 Evaluate the relative importance of factors that affect changes in human population and one other selected global phenomenon. 

 Compare and evaluate the effectiveness of responses and policies to manage a global phenomenon from a global perspective. 

 

School assessed coursework tasks for this unit (25 percent of marks) may include: 

 Data processing and presentations - maps, graphs, annotated visual displays. 

 Research reports, written responses and tests. 

 

Unit 3 and 4 end of year examination constitutes 50 per cent of marks. 
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GERMAN 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

This study seeks to enable students to explore, develop and use another language with increasing awareness of grammar and word 

order.  Literature and other cultural aspects form an integral part of this study.  Social and cultural activities on a wide range of topics 

are explored.  The multicultural and multilingual aspects of modern Australian society are emphasised.  An aptitude of language and 

the experiences gained through study can contribute to our usefulness in God‟s service as talents are developed.  Respect for other 

cultures and people through language study aids in forging Christian friendships across nations. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE  

The areas of study for German comprise themes, topics, grammar, text type, vocabulary and kinds of writing.  They are common to 

all four units of the study and are designed to be draw upon in an integrated way, as appropriate to the linguistic needs of the 

student, and the outcomes for each unit.  Grammar, vocabulary, text types and kinds of writing are linked to themes and topics. 

 

The common areas of study have been selected to provide the opportunity for the student to build upon what is familiar, as well as 

develop knowledge and skills in new and more challenging areas. 

THEMES, TOPICS AND SUB-TOPICS 

There are three prescribed themes; 

 The individual 

 The German-speaking communities 

 The changing world 

These themes have a number of prescribed topics and suggested sub-topics.  The placement of the topics under one or more of the 

three themes is intended to provide a particular perspective or perspectives for each of the topics.  Sub-topics expand on the topics.  

Not all topics will require the same study time. 

 

The individual: 

 Personal identity eg. My home, community, family and friends, relationships, peer pressure, idols and icons.  

 School and aspirations eg. My school routine changing schools, future plans. 

 Leisure and lifestyle eg. Holidays and travel experiences, sport, hobbies, keeping fit and healthy. 

 

The German-speaking communities: 

 People and Places eg. Lifestyle, daily life, cultural diversity, traditions, Oktoberfest, Karneval 

 Past and Present eg. German re-unification, settlement in different parts of Australia. 

 Arts and Entertainment eg. Music and songs, media, literature, the Berlin Film Festival. 

 

 The changing world: 

 The world of work eg. Technology, jobs and careers, globalisation, the workplace. 

 Youth issues  eg. Youth representation, unemployment, drugs, environment, equality. 

 Tourism  eg. Growth of tourism industry, development of ecotourism, interacting with visitors in Australia. 

 

Unit 1 

Tasks and assessment 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes: 

 establish and maintain a spoken or written exchange related to personal areas of experience 

 listen to, read and obtain information from written and spoken texts 

 produce a personal response to a text focusing on real or imaginary experience 
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Demonstration of achievement of outcomes will be by way of a series of assessment tasks including informal conversation, reply to a 

personal letter, listening to spoken texts, reading written texts, oral presentation, review or article. 

 

Unit 2 

Tasks and assessment 

Students are expected to demonstrate achievement of the following outcomes. They should be able to: 

 participate in spoken or written exchange related to making arrangements and completing transactions. 

 listen to, read and extract and use information and ideas from spoken and written texts. 

 give expression to real or imaginary experience in written or spoken form. 

 

Achievement on outcomes will be assessed by way of formal letter, fax or role-play or interview, listening to spoken text and 

reorganising information, reading texts and reorganising information, journal entry or personal account or short story. 

 

Unit 3 

Tasks and assessment 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes. They should be able to: 

 express ideas through the production of original texts. 

 analyse and use information from spoken texts. 

 exchange information, opinions and experiences. 

 

Achievement on outcomes will be assessed by way of school-assessed coursework and two end of year examinations. 

School-assessed course work for Unit 3 will contribute 25% to the final assessment. End of year examinations for Units 3 and 4 

contribute 50% of the final assessment.   

 

Examples of assessment tasks for Unit 3.  

Outcome 1-  A 250 word personal or imaginative written piece. 

Outcome 2-  A response to specific questions, messages or instructions,  extracting and using information requested. 

Outcome 3- A three to four-minute role play, focusing on the resolution of an issue. 

 

Unit 4 

Tasks and assessment 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of two outcomes. They should be able to: 

 analyse and use information from written texts. 

 respond critically to spoken and written texts which reflect aspects of the language and culture of German-speaking 

communities. 

 

School-assessed course work for Unit 4 will contribute 25% of the final assessment. Assessment tasks involve 

 a response to specific questions 

 an informative, persuasive or evaluative written response 

 an interview on an issue related to texts studied 

 

There will also be two end-of-year examinations (one oral, one written) which will contribute 50% of the final assessment. 
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HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

The central focus of the Health and Human Development study is to examine the factors that promote wellbeing in individuals, 

families and communities both within Australia and around the world. This study aims to develop an understanding of the relationship 

between health and human development. 

Health and Human Development explores issues related to God‟s creation of each person as unique and of intrinsic value. It 

investigates the relationship between provision of nurture and care for individuals in the family context and in the community, and 

their ability to develop to their optimal potential and to love and relate to others. The notion of a Christian‟s global responsibility to 

see basic health needs met by every human being is also investigated. 

 

UNIT 1: The health and development of Australiaôs youth 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit provides an opportunity for students to explore the physical, social, emotional and intellectual changes that occur during the 

transition from childhood to adulthood, and investigate the inherited and environmental factors that influence health and 

development. Students will also identify a range of challenges that face youth, and have the opportunity to investigate one challenge 

in detail and justify recommendations for action that could optimise the health and development of youth. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve three outcomes, demonstrating the ability to: 

 Describe the dimensions of, and the interrelationships within and between, health and individual human development. 

 Describe and explain the factors that impact on the health and individual human development of Australia‟s youth. 

 Outline health issues relevant to Australia‟s youth and, in relation to a specific health issue. 

 analyse strategies or programs that have an impact on youth health and development. 

 

Assessment will be based on the student‟s performance in a series of tasks selected from the following: analytical exercises, data 

analysis, tests, oral presentations, multimedia presentations, case study analysis or written reports. 

 

UNIT 2: Individual human development and health issues  

 
CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 
 
In this unit, students will gain an understanding of health and individual human development of  Australia‟s children and adults. 
Students will explore the physical, social, emotional and intellectual changes that occur during these lifespan stages and investigate 
the various determinants that have an impact on health and individual human development. Students will also examine the 
organisation and delivery of health care in Australia and identify a range of health issues that are having an impact on Australia‟s 
health system. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve three outcomes, demonstrating the ability to: 

 Describe and explain the factors that affect the health and individual human development of Australia‟s children. 

 Describe and explain the factors that affect the health and individual human development of Australia‟s adults. 

 Analyse a selected health issue facing Australia‟s health system, and evaluate community and/or government actions that may 
address the issue. 

 

Assessment will be based on the student‟s performance in a series of tasks selected from the following: analytical exercises, data 

analysis, tests, oral presentations, multimedia presentations, case study analysis or written reports. 
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UNIT 3: Australiaôs health 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit examines the health status of Australians, through a focus on the burden of disease, and an investigation of the health of 
various population groups within Australia and why variations exist between such groups. Students will examine the development of 
the NHPAs and their relationship to burden of disease in Australia. They will analyse initiatives designed to promote health relevant 
to the NHPAs. The changes in public health over time are considered and students will examine the roles and responsibilities of 
governments in addressing health needs and promoting health for all. The unit also explores government and non-government 
initiatives designed to promote health and development. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

School assessed coursework for this unit is worth 25 percent of the year‟s marks.  

For the school assessed coursework students need to demonstrate their ability to: 

 Compare the health status of Australia‟s population with other developed countries. 

 Explain variations in health status of population groups in Australia. 

 Discuss the role of the National Health Priority Areas in improving Australia‟s health status. 

 Discuss and analyse approaches to health and health promotion. 

 Describe Australia‟s health system and the different roles of government and non-government organisations in promoting 

health. 

 

 

UNIT 4: Global health and human development 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit enables students to explore global health, human development and sustainability and their interdependencies. They identify 
similarities and differences in the health status between people living in developing countries and Australians, and analyse reasons 
for the differences. The role of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals is investigated in relation to achieving sustainable 
improvements in health status and human development. Students will consider strategies designed to promote health and 
sustainable human development globally, as well as Australia‟s contribution to international health programs through AusAid and 
contributions to non-government organisations. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

School assessed coursework for this unit is worth 25 per cent of the year‟s marks.  

For the school assessed coursework students need to demonstrate their ability to: 

 Analyse factors contributing to variations in health status between Australia and developing countries. 

 Evaluate progress towards the United Nations‟ Millennium Development Goals. 

 Describe the interrelationships between health, human development and sustainability. 

 Describe and evaluate programs implemented by international and Australian government and non-government organisations  
in promoting health, human development and sustainability. 

 
 

The Unit 3 and 4 end of year examination constitutes 50 per cent of the year‟s marks. The exam consists of a series of questions 

that assess achievement across all the outcomes of Unit 3 and 4.  
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HISTORY 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES: 

History is the practice of understanding and making meaning of the past. Students learn about their historical past, their shared 

history and the people, ideas and events that have created present societies. The study of history provides students with a 

framework in which they can develop an understanding of the issues of their own time and place. It develops the skills necessary to 

analyse visual, oral and written records. It sets accounts of the past within the framework of the values, interests and worldview of 

that time. The study of history confirms for students that this is God's world and that he is working to bring about his purposes of 

salvation and integrated harmony for all aspects of creation. Students explore the extent to which various human responses 

throughout the past have been faithful or disobedient to God's intention and design for social, political, communal and personal life. 

Learning from both human frailty and misunderstandings, and more faithful responses of the past, helps students in their own 

Christian decision making.  

 

UNIT 1: Twentieth Century History (1900-1945) 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The first half of the twentieth century was a period marked by significant change.  This unit considers the way in which Western 

societies responded to changes and how people‟s lives were affected.  The focus will be Nazi Germany.  The three areas of study 

deal with the emergence of new ideas and political forces, how the Nazis came to power, the way social life and various social 

groups were affected under Nazism and the impact on aspects of cultural expression such as architecture, art and film-making. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve three outcomes, demonstrating the ability to: 

 Analyse and explain the development and impact of a political crisis and conflict in the period 1900-1945. 

 Analyse and discuss patterns of social life and the factors, which influenced changes in patterns of social life in the first half of 

the twentieth century. 

 Analyse the relationship between the historical context and a cultural expression of the period from 1900 to 1945. 

Assessment will be based on the student‟s performance on a selection of tasks, such as analytical exercises, short reports, essays, 

oral presentations, multimedia presentations, film reviews, biographical studies, responses to literature and tests. 

 

UNIT 2: People and Power 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Challenge and change are fundamental processes in human history.  There have been various times and places where there has 

been a struggle between those with power and those who are disempowered or disadvantaged in some way.  Change has often 

occurred, although sometimes this has been a very difficult and even prolonged process.  The context for this unit will be the 

oppression of blacks in the United States and the struggle against that oppression.  After examining the background of slavery and 

the Civil War, the focus will be the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s.  The three areas of study deal with the nature of established 

authority, dissenting groups and challenges, and change.  

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve three outcomes, demonstrating the ability to: 

 Describe a specific form of established authority and analyse the ways in which it was maintained. 

 Explain the reasons that led individuals or groups to challenge the established authority and the way in which their dissent was 

manifested. 

 Evaluate the degree to which change occurred as a result of challenges to the established authority. 

Assessment will be based on the student‟s performance on a selection of tasks, such as analytical exercises, short reports, essays, 

oral presentations, multimedia presentations, film reviews, biographical studies, responses to literature and tests. 
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UNITS 3 AND 4: Revolutions 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Students will study the causes, origins, ideas, leaders and results of the French and Russian revolutions. For each revolution the 

areas of study examine the crisis in the old regime, the revolutionary ideas, movements and leaders and creating a new society. 

Students consider the debates and reasons why different people have represented the history of revolutions differently and to what 

extent the revolutions reflect Biblical norms of justice and the ways a society should be organised and governed. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

For each of the revolutions (the French revolution and Russian revolution) students are expected to demonstrate an ability to: 

 Evaluate the role of ideas, leaders, movements and events in the development of the revolution 

 Analyse the challenges faced by the emerging new order and the way attempts were made to create a new society, and  

evaluate the nature of the new society created by the revolution 

 

This will be determined by way of: 

 school-assessed coursework (50 per cent) by way of a research report, an analytical exercise, an historiographical exercise and 

an essay 

 an end of year examination (50 per cent) 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVE 

This study focuses on the processing of data and the management of information to meet a range of individual and societal 

purposes. Students learn to use information technology and also about its power, scope and limitations. Students are encouraged to 

perceive the potential of information technology and to understand the way in which social relations and cultural values also 

influence its use. Students are to develop an informed view on how information technologies can be used to work for and against 

Christian values and principles.  

 

Unit 1: Information Technology in Action 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The focus of this unit is the study of how individuals use, and can be affected by information and communications technology (ICT) 

on their daily lives. Students acquire and apply a range of knowledge and skills to create solutions that inform, persuade, educate or 

entertain. They also explore how their lives are affected by ICT and strategies for influencing how ICT is applied. Students develop 

an understanding of the role technology plays in inputting, processing, storing and communicating data and information.  

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of the following outcomes:  

 Ability to use information technology to create and evaluate solutions using web and multimedia authoring software and 

describe effects of the solutions upon people; 

 Ability to solve an information problem by collecting data and using database management software to manipulate that data; 

 Ability to contribute collaboratively to the creation of an on-screen information product that presents an analysis of a 

contemporary ICT issue and substantiates a point of view. 

 

These outcomes will be assessed by way of a series of tasks performed during the unit. The assessment methods will include; 

solutions using information technology, case studies, research tasks, tests, a group presentation and an exam. 

 

 

Unit 2: Information Technology Pathways 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit builds on unit 1 and focuses on how individuals and organizations use ICT. Students acquire and apply a range of 
knowledge and skills to create solutions that meet personal and client‟s needs. They also examine how networked information 
systems are used within organisations.   

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

In each outcome of this unit, students use software tools. For this unit, students are required to demonstrate achievement of the 

following outcomes: 

 ability to use a programming/scripting language, record the learning progress electronically, and explain possible career 

pathways that requires the use of software skills; 

 represent a networked information system within an organisation, and describe data flows, processing and storage in the 

system; 

 ability to work collaboratively to design a solution and information product for a client, taking into account client feedback, and 

evaluating the efficiency and effectiveness of the solution and product. 

 

 

These outcomes will be assessed by way of a series of tasks performed during the unit. The assessment methods will include: a folio 
of programming solutions, an electronic journal, solutions using information technology, tests and an exam. 
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Unit 3: Software Development 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The focus of this unit is on a range of techniques and procedures to analyse and design information systems and to partially develop 

a software design specification through the use of a programming language. 

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

School-assessed coursework for this unit is worth 25 percent of the year‟s marks.  

For the school assessed coursework students need to demonstrate the ability to achieve  key knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 ability to analyse an information system and explain and justify a detailed design for a new or modified network information 

system. 

 ability to produce a software module, in response to a system design, and verify its performance against the design 

specifications. 

 

 

Unit 4: Software Development 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The focus of this unit is on techniques, procedures and strategies to develop, implement and evaluate a proposed networked 

information system. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

School-assessed coursework for this unit is worth 25 percent of the year‟s marks.  

For the school assessed coursework students need to demonstrate the ability to achieve key knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 ability to apply the principles of software development to produce purpose-designed software that takes into account the 

information system objectives and the needs of the end-users.  

 ability to propose and justify development, implementation and evaluation strategies for introducing to an organisation an 

information system that will operate in a global environment. 

 

The end of year exam is worth 50 percent of the year‟s marks. The exam will be a series of questions that will assess achievement in 

all the outcomes of unit 3 and 4 but will not require the use of a computer to produce solutions. 
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LEGAL STUDIES 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

This study is about the way the law relates to and serves both individuals and the community. It focuses on developing an 

understanding of the way in which law is generated, structured and operates in Australia. Legal Studies allows students to 

understand God's purpose for law and the legal and political process and to be involved in social and political activity which 

promotes Biblical values. The study aims to cultivate a reasoned and compassionate outlook at social and political behaviour based 

on Biblical principals and stimulate a sense of Christian responsibility in this area. 

 

 

UNIT 1: Criminal Law and Justice 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit introduces the sources of law, the nature of criminal law and the role of law enforcement agencies.   There are two areas of 

study: Area One focuses on an investigation of the importance of criminal law and the nature of criminal liability and Area Two 

focuses on the Victorian court hierarchy, its personnel and the adversary system of trial.  

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the ability to achieve three key knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 ability to identify the importance of criminal law 

 ability to demonstrate an understanding of how laws are made 

 ability to explain how the law functions in the courtroom and elsewhere 

  

This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks set during the course including a structured assignment, an essay, a mock court or 

role-play and a folio report 

 

UNIT 2: Civil Law and the Law in Focus 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit explores legal issues relating to the role and functioning of civil law in society.  

There are three areas of study: Area One focuses on the enforcement of civil rights and a comparison with the criminal process of 

trial; Area Two focuses on civil procedures and the role of the jury in civil dispute resolution; Area Three involves an examination of 

one or more specific areas of law. Eight optional areas of law are provided and students are to complete the key knowledge and key 

skills for one or more areas of law. This will allow students to explore the recent changes in the law and the implications for society.  

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the ability to achieve three key knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 ability to identify legal problems facing citizens and investigate ways these may be resolved 

 ability to understand civil procedures and the role of the jury 

 ability to analyse one specific area of law 

 

This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks set during the course including a case study, a visual presentation, an interview and 

report and an end of unit exam. 
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UNIT 3: Law-making 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit focuses on the institutions that determine laws and the processes by which laws are made.  Three areas of study focus on 

Parliament and the citizen, the Constitution and the protection of rights and the role of the courts.  

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 contributes 25 per cent to the study score. 

For the school assessed course work students demonstrate their ability to: 

 describe the role and effectiveness of Parliament as a law-making body, evaluate the need for change in the law and analyse 

the ways in which change can be influenced 

 explain the role of the Commonwealth Constitution in defining law-making powers within a federal structure  

 evaluate the effectiveness of the Commonwealth Constitution in protecting democratic and human rights, and 

 describe the role and evaluate the effectiveness of the courts in law-making and their relationship with Parliament. 

 

 

UNIT 4: Dispute resolution 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit focuses on the courts, tribunals and alternative avenues of dispute resolution, and processes and procedures that operate 

within the legal system. Three areas of study deal with criminal cases and civil disputes, and court processes and procedures. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

School-assessed coursework (25 per cent) and an end-of-year exam (50 per cent). For the school assessed course work students 

demonstrate their ability to: 

 describe and evaluate the effectiveness of institutions for the resolution of civil disputes and the adjudication of criminal cases 

and of alternative dispute resolution methods 

 explain the elements of an effective legal system and evaluate the processes and procedures for the resolution of criminal 

cases and civil disputes and discuss their effectiveness. 
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LITERATURE 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVE 

The study of literature allows students to develop a critical understanding and enjoyment of a wide range of literary texts. It 

encompasses works that vary in cultural origin, genre, medium and world views and includes classical and popular, traditional and 

modern literature. Literature provides students with the opportunity to be exposed to and reflect upon various views and values, from 

a biblical perspective. The study of literature will also enhance literacy skills as well as foster a deep appreciation of literary 

compositions that demonstrate beauty and nobility of thought. 

 

UNIT 1  

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit enables students to develop effective reading strategies to examine the ideas and views of life which are presented in the 

literature studied and relate what they read to their own lives.  

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of three key knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 An ability to discuss how personal responses to literature are developed and to understand how genre and other 

conventions effect the formation of a text.   

 An ability to analyse and respond both critically and creatively to the ways in which a text reflects or comments on the 

concerns and ideas of individuals and particular groups in society. 

 An ability to analyse the construction of a film (fictional), television or multimedia text and comment on the ways in which it 

presents an interpretation of ideas and experiences. 

 

This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks set during the course including reading journal entries, an oral or written review, an 

analytical essay and the creation of a multi-media text. 

 

UNIT 2: 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit focuses on developing reading strategies and personal responses to literature and to an understanding of how themes and 

ideas in texts relate to personal and social experiences. It covers a variety of literary forms. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of two key knowledge and skills outcomes:   

 An ability to analyse and respond both creatively and critically to the ways in which a text produced in an earlier historical 

period than their own, reflects or comments on the concerns and ideas of individuals and particular groups at that time. 

 An ability to produce an extended comparative piece of interpretive writing with a particular focus.  

 This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks set during the course including a reading journal, an oral or written 

review, a discussion paper, a debate, a persuasive or expository essay. 
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UNIT 3 and 4: 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The study of literature is a means of exploring human experience. It involves asking questions such as: whose experiences and what 

experiences are given voice in the text? How are they created through the text‟s use of language and literary devices? What does 

the text‟s representation of characters and events suggest about the values and views of the text? These units examine such 

questions and involve students in analysing a range of texts, developing skills in reading closely and critically and discussing and 

debating various ways of interpreting and evaluating texts. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT - UNIT 3 

School assessed coursework (25 per cent) and an end of year exam (25 per cent). 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate the ability to achieve key knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 An ability to analyse how meaning changes when the form of a text changes. 

 An ability to interpret the views and values of a text in terms of the ideas, conventions and beliefs that the text appears to 

explore, endorse, challenge or leave unchallenged.   

 An ability to evaluate the views of a text and make comparisons with their own views. 

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT - UNIT 4 

School assessed coursework (25 per cent) and an end of year exam (25 per cent). 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate the ability to achieve three key knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 An ability to respond imaginatively to a text, and comment on the connections between the text and the response. 

 An ability to analyse aspects of a text, relating those aspects to an interpretation of the text as a whole. 
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MATHEMATICAL METHODS CAS (TERTIARY)    

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

Mathematics is the study of function and pattern in number, logic, space and structure. It provides both a framework for thinking and 

a means of symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise and unambiguous and a means by which people can 

understand and manage their environment. Essential mathematical activities include abstracting, providing, applying, investigating, 

modelling and problem solving. The study of mathematics helps students to understand and appreciate aspects of the structure and 

order of God's creation. 

 

In these units students will apply knowledge and skills, model, investigate and solve problems, and use technology to support 

learning mathematics and its application in different contexts. 

These units are intended to provide an appropriate background for further study in, for example, science, economics or medicine.   

 

UNITS 1 and 2:  MATHEMATICAL METHODS CAS 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

These units are designed in particular as preparation for Mathematical Methods CAS Units 3 and 4. The areas of study are „Algebra‟, 

„Rates of Change and Calculus‟, „Functions and Graphs‟ and „Probability‟. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement in the following three learning outcomes: 

 Define and explain key concepts across the areas of study and apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures. 

 Apply mathematical processes in non-routine contexts and analyse and discuss these applications of mathematics. 

 Use technology to produce results and carry out analysis in situations requiring problem solving, modelling or investigative 

techniques or approaches. 

 

This will be assessed by way of tests, assignments, examinations, or problem solving tasks.  

 

Note: To attempt Units 3 and 4: Mathematical Methods CAS, students need to achieve at least 70% on their final Units 1 and 2 

Mathematical Methods CAS exams. 

 

UNITS 3 and 4:  MATHEMATICAL METHODS CAS 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Mathematical Methods CAS Unit 3 and 4 consists of the following areas of study: „Functions and Graphs‟, „Algebra‟, „Calculus‟ and 

„Probability‟. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

The student‟s level of achievement will be determined through school-assessed coursework and examinations as follows: 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 20 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 14 per cent 

 End of Year Exam 1 (1 hour, Short and Extended Answer – No Calculators and No Notes): 22 per cent 

 End of Year Exam 2 (2 hour, Multi choice and Extended Answer– Calculators and Notes allowed): 44 per cent 

 

 

 

 

Students need to demonstrate achievement in the following three learning outcomes: 

 Define and explain key concepts across the areas of study and apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures. 
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 Apply mathematical processes in non-routine contexts and to analyse and discuss the applications of mathematics. 

 Select and appropriately use technology to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry out analysis in situations 

requiring problem-solving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches. 

 

The school-assessed coursework will require students to complete some of the following tasks: topic tests, assignments, problem 

solving reports and investigative projects. 

 

Examination 1: Assesses students‟ knowledge of mathematical concepts and their ability to carry out mathematical algorithms in 

standard ways without the use of technology for questions covering all areas of study. 

 

Examination 2: Assesses students‟ ability to understand and communicate mathematical ideas and to interpret, analyse and solve 

both routine and non-routine problems across all areas of study. 
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GENERAL MATHEMATICS (SCIENTIFIC)  UNITS 1 & 2 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

This Study is intended for students who are interested in studying Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 and will provide students 

with access to a rigorous, demanding, higher level maths.  Students can only take this course in conjunction with Mathematical 

Methods Units CAS 1 and 2 and need to achieve at least 70% on their final Year 10 Exam to enrol.  This course will also provide 

extra preparation for students who wish to be highly prepared for Mathematical Methods CAS Units 3 and 4.  

 

UNITS 1 and 2: General Mathematics (Scientific) 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The areas of study covered in General Maths (Scientific) include Arithmetic, Graphs of Linear and Non-Linear Functions, Algebra, 

and Geometry and Trigonometry. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated achievement of the set of 

outcomes specified for the unit. 

 

The outcomes of this course are as follows. On completion of these units the student should be able to: 

 define key concepts, in relation to the topics and apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures.   

 apply mathematical processes in non-routine contexts and analyse and discuss these applications of mathematics. 

 use technology to produce results and carry out analysis in situations requiring problem solving, modelling or investigative 

techniques or approaches. 

 

Assessment of levels of achievement for these units are determined using a variety of tasks including: 

 topic tests,  

 analysis tasks,  

 assignments, 

 semester examinations.   
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SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS (SCIENTIFIC) UNITS  3 & 4 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

This subject is intended for students who are interested in undertaking studies in tertiary courses which have a high level of 

mathematics.  Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 will introduce students to a rigorous, demanding, higher level maths.  Students 

can only take this course in conjunction with Mathematical Methods CAS Units 3 and 4.  

 

UNIT 3 and 4:  Specialist Mathematics 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Specialist Mathematics consists of the following areas of study: „Functions, relations and graphs‟, „Algebra‟, „Calculus‟, „Vectors‟ and 

„Mechanics‟. The development of the course content highlights mathematical structure and proof. All of this material is covered in a 

progression from Unit 3 to Unit 4. 

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated achievement of the set of 

outcomes specified for the unit. 

 

The outcomes of this course are as follows. On completion of these units the student should be able to 

 Define key concepts, in relation to the topics and apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures.   

 Apply mathematical processes in non-routine contexts and analyse and discuss these applications of mathematics. 

 Use technology to produce results and carry out analysis in situations requiring problem solving, modelling or investigative 

techniques or approaches. 

 

The student‟s level of achievement will be determined through school-assessed coursework and examinations as follows: 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 14 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 20 per cent 

 End of Year Exam 1 (1 hour, Short and Extended Answer – No Calculators and No Notes): 22 per cent 

 End of Year Exam 2 (2 hour, Multi choice and Extended Answer– Calculators and Notes allowed): 44 per cent 

 

The school-assessed coursework will require students to complete some of the following tasks: topic tests, assignments, problem 

solving reports and investigative projects. 

 

Examination 1: Assesses students‟ knowledge of mathematical concepts and their ability to carry out mathematical algorithms in 

standard ways without the use of technology for questions covering all areas of study. 

 

Examination 2: Assesses students‟ ability to understand and communicate mathematical ideas and to interpret, analyse and solve 

both routine and non-routine problems across all areas of study. 

 



Page 54 

GENERAL MATHEMATICS (LIVING) UNITS 1 & 2 

 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

Mathematics is the study of function and pattern in number, logic, space and structure. It provides both a framework for thinking and 

a means of symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise and unambiguous and a means by which people can 

understand and manage their environment. This study is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical  

learning in a way which takes into account the needs and aspirations of a wide range of 

students. It is also designed to promote students' awareness of the importance of mathematics in everyday life in an increasingly 

technological society, and confidence in making effective use of mathematical ideas, techniques and processes. Students will apply 

knowledge and skills, investigate and solve problems, and use technology to support learning mathematics and its application in 

different contexts. At a fundamental level, we must acknowledge that the capacity for mathematical thought and creativity has been 

given to humanity by God.  Thus the Christian‟s primary motivation for studying mathematics stems from his desire to develop all of 

the potential given to him. The course is designed for those students who wish to study minimal Mathematics at Year 12 or do not 

intend to pursue the study of Mathematics beyond Year 11 level. To gain entry, students must achieve at least 50% on their final 

Year 10 exam. 

 

UNITS 1 and 2: General Mathematics (Living) 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

General Mathematics provides courses for diverse groups of students. The areas of study for Unit 1 include Data analysis and 

simulation, Arithmetic, and Algebra. The areas of study for Unit 2 include Graphs of linear and non-linear relations, Trigonometry, 

Geometry, and Business Mathematics. 

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated achievement of the 

following set of outcomes: On the completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

 define and explain key concepts in relation to the topics from the selected areas of study, and apply a range of related 

mathematical routines and procedures. 

 apply mathematical processes in non routine contexts and analyse and discuss these applications of mathematics in at least 

three of the areas of study. 

 use technology to produce results and carry out analysis in situations requiring problem solving, investigative techniques or 

approaches in at least three areas of study. 

 

Assessment of levels of achievement for these units are determined using a variety of tasks including: 

 topic tests,  

 analysis tasks,  

 assignments, 

 semester examinations.   
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MATHEMATICS 

FURTHER MATHEMATICS (LIVING)   UNITS 3 & 4 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

Mathematics is the study of function and pattern in number, logic, space and structure. It provides both a framework for thinking and 

a means of symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise and unambiguous and a means by which people can 

understand and manage their environment. This study is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical 

learning in a way which takes into account the needs and aspirations of a wide range of students. It is also designed to promote 

students' awareness of the importance of mathematics in everyday life in an increasingly technological society, and confidence in 

making effective use of mathematical ideas, techniques and processes. The study of mathematics helps students to understand and 

appreciate aspects of the structure and order of God's creation. Students will apply knowledge and skills, investigate and solve 

problems, and use technology to support learning mathematics and its application in different contexts, particularly the social 

sciences, research and business. To gain entry, students need to achieve at least 50% on the final exam of Unit 2 in any 

Mathematics subject. 

 

Units 3 and 4: Further Mathematics 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Further Mathematics consists of a compulsory area of study „Data analysis‟ and then a selection of three from the six modules in the 

„Applications‟ area of study: 

 Number patterns and applications    

 Geometry and trigonometry 

 Graphs and relations 

 Business related mathematics 

 Networks and decision mathematics 

 Matrices 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

On the completion of these units the student should be able to: 

 define and explain key concepts in relation to the topics from the selected areas of study, and apply a range of related 

procedures to solve routine application problems 

 use mathematical concepts and skills developed in the „Data Analysis‟ and „Applications‟ areas of study to analyse a practical 

and extended situation, and interpret the outcomes of this analysis in relation to key features of that situation. 

 select and appropriately use technology to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry out analysis in situations 

requiring problem solving, investigative techniques or approaches in the „Data Analysis‟ area of study and in the selected 

modules from the „Applications‟ area of study. 

 

The student‟s level of achievement will be determined through school-assessed coursework and examinations as follows: 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 20 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 14 per cent 

 End of Year Exam 1 (1.5 hour, Multi choice questions– Calculators and Notes allowed): 33 per cent 

 End of Year Exam 2 (1.5 hour, Extended Answer questions– Calculators and Notes allowed): 33 per cent 

 

The school-assessed coursework will require students to complete the following: an application task, two extended response 

analysis tasks and an item response analysis of multi-choice questions. 

Examination 1: Assesses students‟ knowledge of mathematical concepts and their ability to carry out mathematical algorithms in 

standard ways without the use of technology for questions covering all areas of study. 

Examination 2: Assesses students‟ ability to understand and communicate mathematical ideas and to interpret, analyse and solve 

both routine and non-routine problems across all areas of study. 
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MUSIC PERFORMANCE  

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

Music Performance is designed to develop intellectual, aesthetic and cultural understanding of the value and importance of music in 

solo and group settings. As performers students develop skills in preparing programs of music. 

Because music is such an integral part of worship and fellowship within the body of Christ and in regard to our relationship with God, 

the Music course aims to: 

(a) Instill and develop an attitude of excellence in presenting our best to God. 

(b) Raise an awareness of the creativity of our God and of the potential for creativity that he has placed within each of us, for 

the building up of others, for serving others and for developing Christian character. 

(c) To worship and glorify God 

 

 

UNIT 1:  Music Performance 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE  

Unit 1 focuses on developing skills in practical music and performance. Areas of study include; Performance skill development, 

Music craft, Organisation of sound. 

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve 4 outcomes demonstrating the ability to: 

 Perform a program of contrasting and solo and group works, selected technical work and unprepared performance skill. 

 Analyse and evaluate influences on works being prepared for performance and approaches that can be used to optimise 

performance of those works. 

 Recognize, sing and write scales, intervals and chords, transcribe rhythms and melodies, use conventions in music notation, 

and describe how instruments are used in combination. 

 Devise a composition or improvisation that uses the musical language drawn from the analysis of selected works. 

 

In unit 1 the student‟s level of achievement will be determined by school-assessed coursework, including written and performance 

activities. 

 

UNIT 2: Music Performance 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE  

Unit 2 continues the development of performance skills and focuses on the analysis of music being prepared for performance. Areas 

of study include; Performance skill development, Background of music works, Music craft. 

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve 3 outcomes demonstrating the ability to: 

 Perform a program of contrasting and solo and group works, selected technical work and unprepared performance skill. 

 Analyse the structure and style of works selected for solo performance 

 Recognize, sing and write scales, intervals and chords, transcribe rhythms and melodies, use conventions in music notation, 

and describe how instruments are used in combination. 

 

In unit 2 the student‟s level of achievement will be determined by school-assessed coursework, including written and performance 

activities and an end of year exam. 
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UNIT 3: Music Performance - Solo 
Unit 3 Solo Performance focuses on the preparation and presentation of solo works. Students use performance techniques to 

develop understanding of interpretation of a range of styles. Ensemble performance, solo technical work and unprepared 

performance broaden music performance skills. Aural comprehension skills and understanding of the structure and characteristics of 

a group work are also developed. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve 4 outcomes demonstrating the ability to: 

 Interpret and perform a range of selected solo (10-minute recital) and ensemble works in prepared performance programs.  

 Perform technical work and exercises, a study to enhance the performance of solo works and unprepared performance skills.  

 Recognize, write and transcribe rhythms and melodies and music. 

 Analyse an ensemble work through identification and description of musical characteristics. 

 

In unit 3 school-assessed coursework and two end of year examinations will determine the student‟s level of achievement. 

 

Unit 3 School-Assessed coursework: 15% 

 

 

UNIT 4: Music Performance - Solo 
Unit 4 Solo Performance focuses on the preparation and presentation of a solo program of works demonstrating through 

performance an understanding of interpretation. Understanding of musical structure and characteristics of group work are further 

developed. Ensemble performance, technical work and unprepared performance and studies in aural comprehension extend music 

performance skills. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to achieve four outcomes demonstrating the ability to: 

 Interpret and perform accurately and artistically selected solo works in a range of styles and/or characters in the form of a 15 

minute recital, and contribute to interpretation in an ensemble in prepared programs. 

 Demonstrate an achievement of a range of performing techniques on their main instrument in order to enhance artistry in 

performance.  

 Recognize, write and transcribe rhythms and melodies and music.  

 Analyse music through identifying and describing musical characteristics in a selected group work and make critical responses 

to that work. 

  

In units 4 school-assessed coursework and two end of year examinations will determine the student‟s level of achievement. 

 

Unit 4 School-Assessed coursework:   10% 

Unit 3&4  Solo Performance aural and written examination:  25% 

Unit 3&4  Solo Performance solo performance examination:  50% 
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PHILOSOPHY 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

What is knowledge? Do we have a free will? What does it mean to be human? What does it mean for something to be good or evil? 

Philosophy, the love of wisdom, explores these and other important life questions. 

In this study students 'do' philosophy and explore some of the ways in which important questions of life and meaning have been 

explored in the past.  Philosophy will help students to develop thinking skills and critical discernment and engage with some of the 

big questions of life. It is an excellent preparation for tertiary studies and aims to develop in students Christian world and life 

perspectives. 

 

UNIT 1: Existence, knowledge and reasoning 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Students are introduced to some of the main concepts questions and problems in philosophy, particularly in the areas of 

epistemology (how do we know), metaphysics (issues of human nature and meaning of life) and ethics (how do we decide and do 

the good). They explore various methods for investigating philosophical problems and engage in reasoning,  argument, critical 

thinking, analysis as they focus on various life issues. The focus will be on 'doing' philosophy. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to demonstrate achievement on two outcomes. On completion of the unit they should be able to: 

 Demonstrate understanding of some of the key questions related to knowing (epistemology), life and meaning (metaphysics) 

and moral decision making (ethics). 

 Apply methods of philosophical inquiry to central questions of epistemology, metaphysics and ethics.  

 

Demonstration of achievement is determined by way of a series of assessment tasks including written reflection, oral analysis, an 

essay, short written exercises, oral reflection and response. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

Physical Education examines the biological, social and cultural influences on performance and participation in physical activity. 

Theory and practice are integrated in this study which is approached through both the study of, and participation in physical activity. 

Physical Education encourages students to develop a respect for our bodies as a unique gift of God‟s creation. It also allows the 

students to develop a Christian perspective toward competition, in that the activity is for the enjoyment of all, and to develop respect 

for the effort of others. 

 

UNIT 1: Learning and improving skill 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit looks at a range of factors that influence learning and improving physical skills and the role of the coach in making this 

happen.   Students will also focus on general principals that are common to analysing physical performance and learning physical 

skills, and the biomechanical principles of movement involved in these skills.  Students use practical activities to enhance the 

theoretical understanding of factors involved in learning and improving skill. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of two outcomes which includes the ability to: 

 explain the application of biomechanical and skill learning principles in analysing how motor skills are learnt and improved 

 Identify and evaluate a range of coaching practices that lead to enhanced sports performance. 

 

This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks set during the course including written reports, tests, structured questions, oral 

reports, laboratory reports, case study analysis, video analysis, media analysis. 

 

 

 

UNIT 2: The active body 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit introduces the students to an understanding of physical activity, including the relationships between body systems and 

physical activity, the place of physical activity in contributing to well being in student‟s own lives as well as within the wider 

community, and the classification of physical activity in terms of type and experience.  Students use practical activities to enhance 

the theoretical understanding. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of two outcomes which includes the ability to: 

 explain how the musculoskeletal, cardio respiratory and energy systems function during physical activity, including how the 

energy systems work together to enable activity to occur 

 explain the impact of participation in physical activity on the health of selected population(s) and analyse factors affecting 

participation in physical activity. 

 

This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks set during the course including written reports, tests, structured questions, oral 

reports, laboratory reports, case study analysis, video analysis, media analysis. 
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UNIT 3: Physiological and participatory perspectives of physical activity 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit introduces students to an understanding of physical activity from a physiological perspective.  In particular, the contribution 

of energy systems to performance in physical activity is explored, as well as the health benefits to be gained from participation in 

regular physical activity.  In this unit, students also study and apply various models to identify strategies that will be effective in 

promoting participation in some form of regular activity. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of two outcomes which includes the ability to: 

 analyse individual and population levels of participation in physical activity, and evaluate strategies that promote adherence to 

the National Physical Activity Guidelines. 

 analyse the role and relative contribution of the energy systems during physical activity. 

 

The student‟s level of achievement in Unit 3 will be determined by school-assessed coursework (25%) and an end-of year 

examination (50%). School assessed coursework tasks includes a laboratory report and written report and two other tasks in the 

format of a test, case study, media analysis, data analysis, multimedia presentation or written report. 

 

 

UNIT 4: Enhancing Physical Performance 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

In this unit, students study improvements in physical performance, in particular fitness, which depend on the ability of the individual 

or coach to acquire, apply and evaluate knowledge and understanding about training.  Exercise physiology is concerned with 

individual responses and adaptations through exercise.  Students experience a variety of practical activities involving training 

methods and fitness activities.  They also learn to accurately assess the particular energy and fitness needs of the sport or activity 

for which the athlete is training. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of two outcomes which includes the ability to: 

 plan and evaluate training programs to enhance physical fitness. 

 Evaluate practices and/or strategies that are used in conjunction with each other to enhance sports performance. 

 

The student‟s level of achievement in Unit 4 will be determined by school-assessed coursework (25%) and an end-of year 

examination (50%). School assessed coursework tasks includes a laboratory report and written report and two other tasks in the 

format of a test, structured questions, case study or  laboratory or written report 
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PHYSICS 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

Physics is the study of the way the physical world works and the laws and principles established and maintained by the Creator. It 

increases our understanding of the physical and social environments, leading to developments which have profoundly influenced the 

material and societal world. Physics is an active conceptual, experimental and intellectual process, establishing critical thinking skills, 

analytic effectiveness and an open inquiring mind. This study covers traditional areas of physics at various levels as it explores 

aspects of matter and energy and the relationship between them. A contextual approach to the study has been adopted, enabling 

students to appreciate the relevance of physics in the physical, technological and social worlds. Physics provides wonderful insight 

into the enormous complexity and the incredible beauty of God‟s creation, thereby engendering respect, humility and a sense of awe. 

All physics units are divided into core topics and elective detailed studies. Whilst the detailed study will be selected by the teacher 

students are able to choose a different detailed study but would then be required to pursue it largely on their own.   

 

UNIT 1:  

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit covers:  Core topics: Wave properties of Light, Nuclear & Radioactivity Physics 

Detailed study: Astronomy. 

Other Detailed study options: Medical Physics, Energy from the nucleus  

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of four outcomes, encompassing all areas of study for the unit. On completion of this 

unit, the student should be able to: 

 describe  the wave model of light  its strengths and limitations and use it to interpret everyday optical phenomena 

 understand and describe radiation and its effects on humans and the environment. 

 describe the historical models of the solar system, the use of telescopes and the movements of stars and planets as seen 

from earth. 

 use standard equipment and appropriate procedures to make measurements and investigate physical phenomena relating 

to the areas of study. 

 

This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks integral to the course including: 

 written answers to structured questions and detailed analysis of empirical data; 

 individual and summary reports of practical activities and experimental investigations; 

 multimedia presentations and communications in physics relating to real life situations; 

 written reports and responses to topic tests, media items and a unit examination.  

 

UNIT 2: 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit covers: Core topics:  Movement, Electricity. 

  Detailed study: Astrophysics 

  Other Detailed study options: Aerospace, Alternative Energy sources  

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes, encompassing all areas of study for the unit. On completion of this 

unit, the student should be able to: 

 describe, interpret and explain physical movement and associated phenomena; 

 apply basic DC circuit theory and describe the safe and effective use of electricity; 

 examine theories on the origin of the universe and the formation of stars 
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 use standard equipment and appropriate procedures to make measurements and investigate physical phenomena relating 

to movement and electricity. 

 

This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks integral to the course including: 

 written answers to structured questions and detailed analysis of empirical data; 

 individual and summary reports of practical activities and experimental investigations; 

 multimedia presentations and communications in physics relating to real life situations; 

 written reports and responses to topic tests, media items and a unit examination. 

 

UNIT 3:  

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit covers: Core topics: Motion in one and two dimensions, Electronics and Photonics 

Detailed study: Relativity 

Other detailed studies: Structures and Materials, Further electronics 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes, encompassing all areas of study for the unit. On completion of this 

unit, the student should be able to: 

 describe, explain and apply classical mechanical Newtonian ideas about motion; 

 describe the wave model of sound, and apply it to sound related phenomena and technology; 

 compare properties of construction materials, and describe forces acting within structures; 

 analyse and interpret basic electronic systems and describe the transfer of information via light. 

 

50% of the total assessment is related to Unit 3. The student‟s level of achievement will be determined by school-assessed 

coursework (17% of total) and a mid-year examination (33% of total). School based assessment will be by way of a series of tasks 

integral to the course including: 

 written response to a review test in one of the three areas of study  

 written report in analysis of empirical data or written response to media item  

 plan, report and evaluation of outcomes of student-designed investigation 

 

UNIT 4:  

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit covers:  Core topics: Interactions between light and matter, Electric Power, 

Deatiled study: Recording and reproducing sound 

Other detailed studies: Synchrotron and applications, Photonics  

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of four outcomes, encompassing all areas of study for the unit. On completion of this 

unit, the student should be able to: 

 relate aspects of the wave-particle duality to the nature of light and matter; 

 explain the generation, transmission, distribution and consumption  of electric power; 

 examine the properties of sound and how to optimise recording and reproducing sound. 

 

50% of the total assessment is related to Unit 4. The student‟s level of achievement will be determined by school-assessed 

coursework (17% of total) and end-of-year examination (33% of total). School based assessment will be by way of a series of tasks 

integral to the course including: 

 written response to a review test in one of the  areas of study   

 a summary report of select practical activities from the student‟s logbook, a response to a media item 

 and evaluation of outcomes of student-designed investigation (10% of total) 
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PSYCHOLOGY 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

Psychology is the systematic study of thoughts, feelings and behaviour.  As a science, psychology aims to describe, explain and 

predict behaviour.   Psychology has interdisciplinary links with other science studies, social science, the humanities and 

mathematics.  Psychology provides a challenging yet accessible introduction to psychology, allowing students to increase their 

knowledge of human behaviour. Psychology is taught within the context of a Christian worldview, recognising humans as made in 

the image of God and affected by the fall. Biblical principles and Christian perspectives are brought to various issues explored in the 

study.  Psychology allows for a better understanding of ourselves in order to further develop our God-given potential.  A better 

understanding of others enables us to relate more effectively in personal and professional life.  

 

UNIT 1: Introduction to psychology; Social relationships; Development of 

individual behaviour. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit introduces students to the scientific study of psychology as the investigation into human behaviour and the mental 

processes that determine it; including perception, cognition and emotion. Students learn about the use of theories, models and 

controlled observations to describe and explain human behaviour. Human behaviour is examined in social situations and individual 

development of cognitive and perceptual abilities is also explored. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes and on completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

 Explain how the field of psychology provides scientific explanations of behaviour with particular principles, procedures and 

approaches to data; 

 Identify the characteristics of pro-social and anti-social behaviour and evaluate the factors that influence them;  

 Outline the key developmental stages in perception, cognition and understanding of self, and describe the main developmental 

theories in these areas. 

 This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks integral to the course including: empirical research activities; tests; multimedia 

presentation; analysis of research design. 

 

UNIT 2: Introduction to neurons and nervous system; Individual 

differences; Social attitudes. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Students learn about different methods and models that describe and explain human behaviour.  This unit focuses on internal 

physical, chemical and biological processes that inform behaviour. This context is based on the understanding of neuronal structures 

and the nervous system at the basic level. The study of individual behaviour in social situations is explored where behaviours can be 

influenced by attitudes resulting from environmental influences. Measurement tools applied to studies of attitude are investigated. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes, and on completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

Explain the roles of the neurons, synapses, neurotransmitters and neuromodulators, and describe the functions of the central 

nervous system;  

Analyse the strengths and limitations in scientific approaches to defining „normality‟ and in the application of psychological 

assessment in this area;  

Describe attitude formation and factors that affect prejudice. 

 This will be assessed by way of a series of tasks integral to the course including: empirical research activities; tests; multimedia 

presentation; annotated poster. 
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UNIT 3: Brain and nervous system; Visual perception; States of 
consciousness. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit focuses on the brain and the nervous system as a whole structure and investigates their role in affecting human behaviour. 

Brain research methods are examined and different approaches of psychology are integrated in a study of visual perception and 

states of consciousness. These approaches are used to explain behaviour in terms of internal physical and biological processes.  

Research methods and consideration of ethical principles in the conduct of psychological research and practice is included. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes and on completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

Explain the major functions of the brain including cortical lobes and hemispheric specialisation, and the role of the nervous system, 

and evaluate the strengths and limitations of brain research methods;  

Explain the nature of processes involved in visual perception;   

Compare and contrast characteristics of normal waking consciousness with altered states of consciousness. 

Fifty percent of the total assessment is related to Unit 3. The student‟s level of achievement will be determined by school-assessed 

coursework (17% of total) and a mid-year examination (33% of total). School based assessment will be per a series of tasks integral 

to the course including: test; essay; summary and evaluation of data and methods from two or more related studies. 

 

 

UNIT 4: Memory; Learning; Research investigation. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

In this unit students study cognitive psychological methods through the concepts of memory and learning. The concept of behaviour 

is understood in terms of mental processing of information.  Research methods continue to be integrated within the different 

methodological approaches to psychology. The application and understanding of ethical principles in the conduct of psychological 

research and practice is extended as students complete a research investigation. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes and on completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

 Use the information processing model of memory to describe different ways in which memory is expressed and compare 

theories of memory;   

 Compare and contrast theories of learning, including: classical and operant learning, observational learning, and behaviours not 

dependent on learning;  

 Report on a research investigation that included the formulation of a hypothesis, application of a research method, use of an 

ethical framework and the collection, analysis and interpretation of data. 

Fifty percent of the total assessment is related to Unit 4. The student‟s level of achievement will be determined by school-assessed 

coursework (17% of total) and a mid-year examination (33% of total). School based assessment will be per a series of tasks integral 

to the course including:  a report on a research investigation; essay; summary and evaluation of data and methods from two or more 

related studies. 
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RELIGION AND SOCIETY 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

This study helps students to explore and understand the place of religion and Christian faith in society and how religion shapes our 

identity, values and decision making. Students compare various religious traditions, examine various ethical frameworks and clarify 

how their own faith contributes to their life, values and choices. Students develop a critical awareness of the influences which shape 

their belief and values and learn how to bring a Biblical perspective to bear on various issues. 

 

UNIT 1:   Religion in society 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit focuses on the identity of persons and groups and their relationship with religious traditions. It examines ways in which 

individuals and groups affect and change religious traditions, and are affected and changed by them. Students are required to study 

at least two religious traditions from the groups of Primal religions (eg indigenous beliefs animism), Eastern religions (eg Hinduism, 

Buddhism and Chinese religions) and Semitic religions (eg Judaism, Christianity, Islam). 

The two areas of study explore religious diversity and religious identity and life experience. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to demonstrate achievement of the following outcomes. They should be able to: 

 Describe a variety of ways in which particular religious communities express their collective identity 

 Analyse issues associated with the relationship between religious communities and the society in which they exist. 

 Recognise and discuss the interplay between a person's individual identity and their religious community. 

 

Students‟ demonstration of achievement is assessed by way of a series of tasks including a multimedia report, portfolio of student 

work, analytical exercises, oral presentation and essays. 

 

 

UNIT 2:    Ethics 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

There are three areas of study explored in the course - ethical method, ethics and religion and ethical issues. Students examine what 

influences our values and moral choices and the role of religion and faith in ethical decision making. They briefly study some of the 

major ethical traditions. The course looks at such concepts as right and wrong, good and bad, freedom and responsibility, human 

nature, social and political justice, and students examine issues if interest such as euthanasia, genetic engineering, sexuality, racism 

and other topics of their choice.  

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students are required to demonstrate achievement of the following outcomes. They should be able to: 

 Analyse the ideas and principles that are associated with ethics and moral decisions making in a pluralist society. 

 Examine the values that are held by two or more religious traditions and how these are expressed in relation to a selected 

ethical issue 

 Evaluate two or more contemporary ethical debates 

 

Students demonstration of achievement is by way of a series of assessment tasks including a multimedia report, debates, an essay, 

written exercises, oral presentation, analytical exercise. 
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UNIT 3:   The search for meaning 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit explores religious beliefs and what they mean for individuals and communities. It also explores the development of religious 

beliefs, how they continue, or how they can be reinterpreted or change over time. The beliefs examined include the nature and 

purpose of human life, the relationship of human life and the natural world, the question of the meaning and purpose of life and 

death, the problem of evil.  Students explore how these beliefs influence life experiences such as conversion, commitment,  human 

relationships, suffering and death. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes. They should be able to 

 Explain and evaluate the significance of a range of core beliefs 

 Draw conclusions about the interplay between religious beliefs and significant life experiences 

 Explain continuity in a core religious belief and development in the expression of a core belief 

 

School-assessed coursework will contribute 25%, and end-of-year exam 25%, to the final assessment. 

School assessment includes a report or essay, a case study or short report and an essay or analytical exercises. 

 

 

UNIT 4:  Challenge and response  

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit explores how religious beliefs and convictions are challenged over time because of internal pressures in the faith 

community or external changes in society. It explores the challenges faced by the Christian faith over time, the way it has responded 

to these and the impact they have had on the relationship of the Christian faith with society.  

 

Students also examine how Christian faith seeks to influence and transform society. They explore specific examples of how 

individuals or groups, impelled by their beliefs, seek to impact their community or society. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate achievement of two outcomes. They should be able to 

 Analyse and evaluate how the Christian faith responded to a significant historical internal or external challenges 

 Analyse the interplay between Christian beliefs and actions, through specific examples of individuals or groups, including a 

response to a significant contemporary challenge or issue.   

 

School-assessed coursework will contribute 25%, and end-of-year exam 25%, to the final assessment. 

School assessment includes an analytical exercise and short report or a test, and a research essay or biographical exercise. 
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STUDIO ARTS 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

This study provides a framework for the establishment of effective art practices through an understanding and application of the 

design process.  It enables students to explore and communicate ideas to develop skills in a range of media and techniques, and 

then specialise in selected forms of studio production.  Each of the four units incorporates a theoretical component that investigates 

how selected studio forms have developed, an examination of artists' working methods and a study of professional practices and art 

industry issues. Art enables us to cultivate an appreciation, concern and respect for God's creation. To create a sense of wonder in 

students, leading to thankfulness and praise of God, while also responding in a spirit of redemption and restoration to the 

brokenness and fallenness evident in visual reality. 

 

UNIT 1: Artistic inspiration and techniques 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The focus of this unit is the investigation of sources of inspiration, which generate creative activity and the exploration of a wide 

range of materials and techniques as tools for translating ideas, observations and experiences into visual form.  Students will 

examine the way in which artists have used materials and techniques from different times and locations. 

Two areas of study deal with inspiration and investigation, as well as materials and techniques. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the ability to achieve three key knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 ability to source ideas and inspiration and use a variety of methods to translate these into artworks 

 ability to explore and use a variety of materials and techniques to record and develop ideas and sources of inspiration 

 ability to discuss how artists from different times and locations interpret sources of inspiration and use materials and techniques 

This will be assessed by way of a selection of exploratory work presented in the form of a workbook and folio.  Students need to 

show sources of ideas and inspiration that is translated into artworks that demonstrate the use of a variety of material and 

techniques.  The theoretical aspect of the unit includes written presentations that relate to the practical work. 

 

UNIT 2: Design exploration and concepts 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The focus of this unit is to establish an effective design methodology for the production of art works, and analysis of the ways in 

which various art works communicate ideas and develop styles. 

Two areas of study deal with design exploration and design aesthetics. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Students need to demonstrate the ability to achieve two key knowledge and skills outcomes: 

 ability to develop a design process methodology in order to explore sources of inspiration and produce artworks 

 ability to examine and discuss the ways in which design elements and principles, signs, symbols and images are used in a 

variety of artworks to communicate ideas and develop style. 

This will be assessed by way of a variety of design explorations, the production of a number of related art works and written 

presentations. 
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UNIT 3: Studio production and professional practices 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This unit focuses on the implementation of the design process leading to the production of a range of solutions.  Students use a 

workbrief to define an area of exploration and apply a design process to explore and develop their ideas. 

Two areas of study deal with the design process and professional practices. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

School-assessed coursework (33 per cent) and an end of year exam (34 per cent). 

For the school assessed course work students demonstrate their ability to: 

 present a design process that defines an area of exploration in a work brief, explores and develops the ideas described in the 

work brief and produces a range of potential solutions. 

 examine and discuss traditional and contemporary working practices in relation to a particular art form(s) and the ways in which 

artists interpret artistic influences, cultural contexts and ideas in developing distinctive styles and approaches to subject matter. 

 

UNIT 4: Studio production and industry contexts  

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

The focus of this unit is to produce a cohesive folio of finished artworks and to gain an understanding of artists' involvement in the art 

industry. 

Two areas of study deal with studio production, art industry contexts. 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

School-assessed coursework (33 per cent) and an end of year exam (34 per cent). 

For the school assessed course work students demonstrate their ability to: 

 produce a cohesive folio of finished artworks which is developed from a design process and which resolves the aims and 

intentions set out in the work brief formulated in Unit 3. 

 research, analyse and evaluate roles and methods involved in the presentation of artworks to an audience and discuss 

contemporary art industry issues. 
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URBAN MISSION 

 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

 

The purpose of this course is to provide students with instruction and experiences that will mature their faith.  

Specifically the intention is: 

 To have a better understanding of the bible and its application in the context of our culture and the cultures of people from 

different social or economic backgrounds. 

 To help students develop various Christian disciplines that promote a worshipful and „others‟ oriented life 

 To learn about ways in which ideas that change society can be spread 

 To learn about how we can help different subcultures engage with the bible. 

 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

 

The Gospel of Mark will be used as the foundational text for the course. We will look at various themes and their implications for us 

and also how we can limit the text by reading it only through the eyes of our culture. We will explore what passages would have 

meant to the original readers and also to other subgroups with different cultural or economic experiences to us. As a part of that we 

will look at some themes from the communal perspective of „we‟ rather than „I‟. 

 

Concurrently the students will choose and develop a particular „spiritual discipline‟ such as prayer, giving without telling anyone, 

service and/or frugality of personal consumption – all challenging stuff! 

 

The students would also, via incursions and excursions, have the opportunity to learn from different organisations and individuals 

who engage in „Urban mission‟ that is helping urban cultures engage with the Gospel. Organisations like Urban Seed, Little sisters 

(Mother Theresa) or UNOH for example.  

 

Finally the students would reflect on how ideas can be „spread beyond me‟. This would include a study of various people movements 

such as the changes inspired by Ghandi, Bono or Mandela and also a study of the role of leadership. It is envisioned that the course 

would conclude with a weekend away. 

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

 

Homework and Assessment will be as practical as possible and will include a journal, written reflections on biblical passages, peer 

assessment and practical projects. 

 

How does it fit with the VCE? 

The course fits within the requirements of the VCE subject: Text and Traditions (Unit 2) and would be credited as such. It is a single 

semester unit. 

 

Pre-requisites: This is a challenging subject and whilst it requires no special abilities it does require a strong desire to learn more 

about God. Participation in the course is by application and invitation with the college deciding the final group. 
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION AND DESIGN  

 

Requirements, All students at the start of Year 11 must purchase a computer programme called Adobe Photoshop.   Cost range 

$200 - $300 

 

PURPOSE AND PERSPECTIVES 

This study is intended to assist students in the understanding, use, biblical discernment and interpretation of a range of aesthetics 

and visual communications.  It involves a study of the vocabulary and grammar of visual communication, which involves an 

understanding of, and application of the production process, drawing and drawing conventions, design elements, and principles and 

function of design in communication.  The study also provides the opportunity to develop Christian perspectives by way of an 

informed, critical and discriminating approach to visual communications encountered in everyday life. 

 

Unit 1: Visual communication 
 

The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to prepare instrumental drawings of objects and explore freehand drawing from 

direct observation. Students also experiment and explore the application of design elements and principles in the preparation of 

solutions to suit specific purposes. Students study how the design process is applied in the production of visual communications. 

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Demonstration of a series of outcomes will be based on the student's performance on the following assessment tasks: 

 

 A folio of instrumental drawings of objects. 

 A folio of drawings of objects that show one-point and two-point perspective drawing, rendering techniques, proportion, scale, 

and relationship of objects. 

 A folio of visual communications that use design elements and principles to satisfy stated purpose/s. 

 A written response and/or oral report supported by visual material describing the design process in the production of visual 

communications. 

 

Level of achievement is assessed by the school by means of these tasks. 

 

Unit 2: Communication in context 
 

The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop practical skills by generating images and developing them through 

freehand and instrumental drawing. The ways in which information and ideas are communicated visually are also explored through 

the analysis of the work of others. The design process is applied in developing visual communication solutions to set tasks.  

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Demonstration of a series of outcomes will be based on the student's performance on the following assessment tasks: 

 A folio of instrumental drawings of objects that includes paraline drawing, scale, Australian Standards conventions in 

dimensioning, cross-sectioning and circular representations, conversion of two-dimensional orthogonal views into three-

dimensional drawing systems and vice versa. 

 A folio of freehand drawings of objects that shows development of rendered three-dimensional images. 

 A folio of visual communication solution/s to set task/s. 

 A written response, supported by visual material, that describes and analyses contemporary and historical examples of visual 

communications; 

Level of achievement is assessed by the school by means of these tasks. 
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Unit 3: Visual communication practices 
 

The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to produce visual communications through the application of the design process 

to satisfy specific communication needs. Students also study the production of visual communications in a professional setting, and 

evaluate examples of visual communications. 

 

TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 

Demonstration of a series of outcomes will be based on the student's performance on the following assessment tasks: 

 Apply the design process to produce a final visual communication presentation that satisfies a specified communication need. 

 Analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of a range of visual communications. 

 Discuss the roles and relationships involved in the design and production of visual communications in the context of 

professional practice. 

 

 

Unit 4: Designing to a brief 
 

The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to prepare one brief that defines the need or needs of a client. Students apply the 

design process to produce developmental work and two final presentations based on the brief. 

 

TASKS AND ASSESMENT 

Demonstration of a series of outcomes will be based on the student's performance on the following assessment tasks: 

 Prepare one brief that describes a client‟s communication need and specifies possible resolutions, and proposes two distinct 

final visual communication presentations suitable for a stated audience/s. 

 Prepare developmental work that explores design concepts relevant to the requirements of the brief developed for Outcome 1 

and fulfils the requirements of that brief. 

 Produce two distinct visual communication presentations that satisfy the requirements of the brief developed for Outcome 1.  

 

Level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is determined by way of school-assessed coursework and an end-of-year examination. 

Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 33 per cent 

Unit 4 school-assessed task:  33 per cent 

Unit 3 and 4 examination: 34 per cent 

 

 


